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FIRST LETTER

So you would like me to give you the results of my investiga-
tions into beauty and art as a series of letters. I can sense the
real gravity, but also the attraction and distinction, of such an
enterprise. T will talk of something directly connected with the
greater part of our happiness, and something that is not unre-
lated to the moral nobility of human nature. My presentation
of beauty will often need to invoke feelings as well as prin-
ciples; but the heart which I address does sense the great power
of beauty, and acts upon it, relieving me of the most difficult
part of my labour,

What I had intended to ask of you as a favour you have
generously made a duty, leaving me the appearance of merit
when I am merely following my own inclination. The freedom
of approach that you prescribe is no constraint, more my own
need. I am little used to the ways of formal scholarship, so 1
will hatdly be in danger of offending good taste by their abuse.
My ideas have been formed more in continual communion
with myself than from extensive worldly experience, or read-
ing; they will be unable to deny their origin, will be guilty of
any kind of error but that of sectarianism, will fail more from
their own weakness than stand by virtue of authority and a
strength they do not themselves possess.

I will not conceal from you that the following assertions will
for the most part rest on Kantian principles; but please blame
my own inability, and not these principles, if in what follows
you should be reminded of any particular philosophical school.
No, for me the freedom of your mind must remain inviolate,
Your own feeling will give me the facts upon which I build,
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& ON THE AESTHETIC EDUCATION OF MAN

spirit of philosophical inquiry strips the power of imagination
from one province after another; the borders of art shrink as
science extends its bounds.

The gaze of both philosopher and man of the world is now
fixed expectantly on the political domain, where the very fate
of humanity is argued out; or so it is thought. Does not any
failure to join with this argument betray a culpable indifference
to the welfare of society? However important the substance
and consequence of this great legal dispute might be to anyone
calling himself a man, the way in which it is conducted should
be of especial interest to anyone who can think for himself. A
question that would otherwise be settled by the blind right of
might now seems to have been brought before the tribunal of
pure reason; and whoever remains capable of putting himself
at the centre of things, advancing from a mere individual to a
representative of the human race, might equally consider him-
self a member of this tribunal, as he is, as human being and
citizen of the world, party at the same time and more or less
caught up in its outcome, It is hence not just his own interests
that will be decided by this legal process; judgment will also be
made according to laws which his rational mind is competent
and entitled to dictate. '

How inspiring it would be for me to address such things
in company with someone who is as witty a thinker as he is
a liberal citizen of the world, leaving any decision to a heart
so keenly devoted to the welfare of mankind! How pleasantly
surprising it would be, given all difference in station and in the
great distance imposed by worldly circumstance, to find agree-
ment in the field of ideas with a mind as unprejudiced as yours!
That I resist such an alluring temptation and put beauty before
liberty can, I think, be justified not only by my own inclination,
but also by principles. I hope to convince you that this matter
is far less alien to the needs of the age than it is to its taste; and
that if one is to resolve this political problem one must in prac-
tice take the aesthetic path, for it is by way of beauty that one
approaches liberty. This proof cannot be made, however, with-
out my reminding you of the principles by which the exercise
of reason is guided in the work of political legislation.

THIRD LETTER

Nature treats man no better than the rest of it works: it acts
for him whenever he, as a free and spontaneous agent, is not
yet able to act. This is what makes him a man: that he does not
settle for what nature made of him, but has the ability to re-
enact by means of reason those steps it has taken on his behalf,
transforming a work born of need into one of his own free
choice, elevating physical necessity to a mora! necessity.

He gains consciousness from sensuous slumber, sees that
he is a man, looks around and finds himself to be living in
a state. Force of need cast him there before he was capable
of freely choosing this condition; and need arranged the state
according to purely natural laws before ke was able to do so,
making use of the laws of reason. But as a moral person he
neither could nor can be satisfied with a provisional state,
which was prompted merely by his natural determination, and
was intended to serve it alone — and it would be all the worse
for him if he were content with this condition! By the same
right that makes him a man he thus abandons the rule of blind
necessity, parting from it, as in so many other matters, through
his freedom; just as, taking only one example, he suppresses
through morality, and refines through beauty, the coarse char-
acter that the need of sexual love expressed. And so, through
artifice, he retrieves his childhood, imagining a state of naturée
as an idea that no experience has given him, but which has
been imposed by his determination as a reasoning being. And
in this ideal condition he adopts a purpose not known in his
real natural state, a choice of which he was not then capable,
now proceeding in no other way than as if he were beginning
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FOURTH LETTER

This much is certain: only a preponderance of this kind of
character among a people can render harmless the transfor-
mation of a state according to moral principles, and only
this character can secure its persistence. The formation of a
moral state will require that the moral order be a motivat-
ing force; free will is to be drawn into the causal domain in
which everything is connected with strict necessity and con-
stancy. However, we know that the human will is ruled by
contingency, and that only in the Supreme Being do phys-
ical and moral necessity coincide. If then we are to count on
man’s moral conduct with as much certainty as we count
upon natural events, then this conduct must be his nature,
and he must be led by these impulses to conduct which is
always of a moral character. Human will has a completely
free choice between duty and inclination, and this sovereign
right of his person can and should be infringed by no physical
compulsion. If he is to retain this capacity to choose, while
remaining all the same a dependable link in the causal con-
nection of powers, this can happen only if the effects of both
duty and inclination are indistinguishable in the empire of
appearances; and, for all the difference of form, the content
of his volition remains the same — that therefore his impulses
coincide sufficiently with his reason for universal legislation
to be possible.

It can be said that every individual carries within himself,
by disposition and vocation, a purely ideal man, the great task
of his existence being to reconcile all his shifts and changes

FOURTH LETTER Ix

with its immutable unity.*! This pure man, visible more or less
clearly in every subject, is represented by the state: the objec-
tive and also canonical form in which the diversity of subjects
seeks unity.? Now there are two distinct ways in which we
might imagine how temporal man coincides with the idea of
man, and just as many ways in which the state can manifest
itself in individuals: either through the pure man suppressing
empirical man (the state suppressing individuality), or by the
individual becomting the state (temporal man refining himself
into the idea of man).

In a unilateral moral evaluation this difference collapses,
for reason is satisfied as long as its laws are unconditionally
observed. But in entirely anthropological terms, where both
form and content are of importance and living sensation also
has a voice, this difference becomes all the more important.
Reason furthers unity, but nature furthers diversity; both lay
claim to man. The law of reason is imprinted upon him by an
incorruptible consciousness, the law of nature by an ineradicable
feeling. It will be proof of a deficiency of upbringing if moral
character can prevail only by sacrificing the natural; and the
constitution of a state will be very incomplete if it can bring
about unity only by suppressing diversity. The state should
honour in individuals not only the objective and generic but
also their subjective and specific character, and ensure that,
in extending the invisible empire of morals, the empire of
appearance is not depleted.

When the mechanic artisan takes up a shapeless mass to
form it for his own ends, he has no reservations about applying
force; for the natural material with which he works deserves in
itself no consideration, and his concern is not with the whole
for the sake of its parts, but with the parts for the sake of
the whole. When the artist takes up the same mass, he like-
wise has little concern about applying force; he wishes only.
to aveid showing that he does so. He has no more respect for

* Irefer here to a text by my friend Fichte which has recently been published,
Lectures on the Vacation of the Scholar, in which he illuminates this principle
in a manner never before attempted.




*A133q] 3o 1eys 105 vorsudwos
Jo 2338 a3 SwiBueyoxa jJo Aygzom pue sjqedes yoq asjdoad
Y1 Ul PUnoy 3q 03 210J3731 SBY INPBIEYD JO A##jp07 ¥ Ia30
33} U0 UOISNIUOD PUE PUBY SUC Y3 UO ANUWIIOJUR WOl Jue;
-s1pmba st w0 Jo ydwnia sy3 (A3un [ezour sSupIpuT J0U ISNUT
ST} 191208 JO UOHONIISUOD [EIOW 3 Y ANSIDAIP UTEIBTEWE O3
§3{238 SIMEU J] *3I0JRU JO AISIDAID Y1 WILY J0U 5N 31 A1
-120s [ea1s4yd 03 A3lun JeroW S3ONPOTIUT UOSEI ‘A10§RIaY) J]

€1 ¥ELIAT HINNOA

*2o11ded s A[uo Sururel 4q wopssij s)t
BupInouoy ‘pualiy SIY 3INIBU SIHEW UBW PIIMIND 3T J, *IALS 1Y
JO 2A®[S 313 3q 01 s3nunuod yAnoud usyo 3y ‘sfeaws syl uey
A[qnduIaiuod 210Ul Ing £INIEU SINOUOYSIP PUE SUIOIS UBIIEq
-Ieq 2y} ‘urewop payuijun siy se amieu SuiziuBooar ‘soynse
sasidsap a8eaes sy *sSuipaag sty Lonssp sajddunid sny Ji ‘uerreq
-Teq e se Jo fsafdound siy Suima s3uiss; sty “a8eaes e se Jayie
isAEA OMI UT JPSWIY GHM SPPO IB 3( UEBD UBWI T9A9MOF]
. *5§31pIedas
Ajenpiaiput jeoruniul uodn ajdwiers “wiydiA IRYI SUr033q 03
JOU SB 08 ‘pue SUSZINI §11 U0 ME] Y3 Jo moJ1F [N 243 asodwr
uayl fim eIs 9Y) Tawroy ayy Juissazddns 4q £juo no uim
ued 1333e] Y3 tey Lem e yons ur 3jdoad ® Jo 1910BIBYD A3
ur uewr 3a12s[qo jsurede 39s s1 UBW 3A1dA{gns ‘puey JayI0
343 4o ‘g "IYSir Jo ISUIS IAUUL SIY JO UCTIB[NIIIOT I5IBA[D )
Jounsur 3sauy sy jo J0350dxa Y3 swodaq Ajdurrs [im aels
3yl pue ‘UONEZI[ESIBATUN 3593E218 Y3 03 103[qus ST IPONPUOd
ST USYM U3A9 AJ[ENPIAIPUL STY 2A2521d [[IM 9y Jlaswpy yirm
3u0 Je sl uew I3uUl AY) I “AJFUBWINY 241333[q0 Olul pauyal
ST 31 1811 1US)x3 3y} o) L[uo Anuewny sanvsiqns IR INo
-uoy 01 3[qe 3q |im pue ‘Jlaswiy 03 sey Yoes se digsuonefar
SUIES 23 SWIZNID SI 03 309dSaT YHM 3IAIISGO O1 JABY [[IM 3
‘SUZIND $31 JO $3IBY oy} up Lyuewny 3aisalqo pue sind sy
sjussaxdal ajels o asnEedag "2[0YM 33 JO BIPI Y 0 PAURYIE
u22q 2aey sired ay3 J1 pazieaT aq A[Uo ued 1 ‘J[3sIT 10 FjAsU
§33eaI1d JeYl UONEZIUESIO UL 3q PINOYS 3IEIS OYI IDUIS Ing
*8u1aq J3UUT $31 03 PANVTP
‘A[2an3lqo Inq ‘sesuds dy1 uodn edun L1osnjjr ue uniass
‘Appandalqns Apiswt jou Leuosiad pue sseuanbiun si 3oadsar
snw oy ¢spuajard ISITE Y3 YOIYM 03 JBY3 WOaJ JusIdYIp 23mb
JBII93BW SIY JOJ UOTIBIIPISUOD © 3ABY ISNUT UBLUSIJEIO 31B1S YT,
"a[oya 312 Yita saafaswiay udipe suxed syl aySiw sared a1 saaas
A[oym dY3 asnedaq A[uo pue ‘urede [endiewr saurodaq asodind
I 'UOTIUSIIE JO 192(q0 pue [eLIsIEW Yi0q ST Jutaq uBWIng 31
WOyYM J0j ‘uawsijeId [2a1rjod pue [EUOHEONPS YITM JUSIDJIP
Aera1diios st 3 "felssseul s1y3 jo Awaqy) sy: spiend uotym a3
a3 9a1208p 03 Aduend juaredde ySnoiyy yoss [im 9y Ing ‘ues
-I}JE JTUBYISW 3Y3 SS0D UBY) SYI0M Y YoIym YIIm [BIa38Ur 91

MYW 40 NOILVYDNQY DILEHISIV THIL NO I




FIFTH LETTER

Is it this character — that of our present age - that current events
show us? I turn straight away to the most prominent object in
this vast canvas,

It is true that the standing of opinion has fallen, arbitrary rule
has been unmasked and, while still armed with power, it can no
longer lay any claim to honour. Man has at last awoken from
indolence and self-deception, and with an emphatic majority
demands to.be restored into his inalienable rights. But man
does not only make demands; on both sides of the Atlantic he
is rising up to take by force what he thinks has been unlaw-
fully denied him. The fabric of the natural state is tottering, its
rotting foundations give way and there seems to be the physi-
cal possibility of enthroning the law, of finally treating man as
an end in himself, and making true liberty the foundation of
political association. Vain hope! The moral possibility is lack-
ing, and a moment of such possibility finds itself confronted
with an unreceptive generation.

Man portrays himself by his deeds, and what kind of
image is shaped in the drama of the present! Here a relapse
into savagery, there lethargy: the two extremes of human deg-
radation, united in one single epoch.

We observe rough and licentious instincts among the lower
and more numerous classes, which, after the dissolution of civil
order, hurry with ungovernable fury to their animal gratifica-
tion. It may therefore be that objective mankind had reason for
complaint with the state; nonetheless, subjective mankind has to
honour its institutions. Can one blame the state for disregarding
the dignity of human nature, so long as its very existence had

FIFTH LETTER I

to be defended? That it hastened to divide by force of gravity,
and bind through force of cohesion, when it was not yet time to
think of organic development? Its dissolution was its own justifi-
cation. Society, loosened of all control, falls back into an elemen-
tal domain, instead of hurrying upwards into an organic life.
On the other hand, the civilized classes present the even
more repugnant spectacle of lethargy and a depraved char-
acter which is all the more disgusting because culture itself
is its source. I no longer recall which of the old or new
philosophers remarked that the more refined a thing, the
more repulsive its decay; but this is also true of the moral
sphere, If the child of nature breaks loose, he becomes a
madman; the pupil of art, despicable. The enlightenment of
understanding that the finer ranks not unjustly praise has on
the whole had so little refining influence on resolve that it has
instead tended to reinforce corruption through principle, We
disown nature in its proper domain only to experience its tyr-
anny in the moral sphere, and while we resist the impression
nature makes upon us, we adopt its principles as our own.
The pretended decency of our manners refuses nature the first
{pardonable) word, only to give it, in our materialist moral
philosophy, the decisive last word. Egoism has established its
system at the heart of the most elaborated sociability, and
in the absence of its very own sociable heart we experience
all the contagion and affliction of society. We subordinate our
free judgement to the despotic opinion of society, our feeling
to its bizarre customs, our will to its seductions - it is only
our impulsiveness that we maintain in the face of its divine
laws, A complacent egoism seizes the heart of the man of the
world, a heart that in the primitive natural man often beats
in sympathy, and each seeks to save just himself, as those
fleeing a burning town seek to rescue their meagre prop-
erty from destruction. It is thought that only by completely
abjuring sensibility can we find protection against its aberra-
tions, and the ridicule that often serves to chasten and rein
in the enthusiast is directed with equal disregard to the most
refined feeling. Culture, far from setting us free, develops in
every capacity with which we are cultivated merely a new
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18 ON THE AESTHETIC EDUCATION QF MAN

truth in its own way. However high the flight of reason, it
made sure to retain its substance; however finely and sharply
it made distinctions, it cut no corners. It did pull human nature
apart and projected each element, enlarged, into the wonderful
world of its gods; although this human nature was not merely
broken into fragments, but combined in different proportions,
no single deity lacking humanity in its entirety. How different
are we moderns! The image of the human species in each of
us has been enlarged, shattered and scattered as shards, not
in proportioned admixtures; so that one has to go from one
individual to another to reconstitute the totality of the species.
One might almost say that in practice our faculties express
themselves as fragments corresponding to the analytical dis-
tinctions of the psychologist; not only individual subjects but
entire classes of men realize only one part of their endowments,
while the remainder remain stunted, leaving hardly a dull trace
of themselves.

I am not overlooking the advantages that the human race
today enjoys with respect to the best of their predecessors,
taken as a whole and weighed on the scales of understanding;
but in any such contest like must be measured in turn against
like. Which modern man is prepared to challenge any one
Athenian to debate the prize of humanity?

Why should individuals be so disadvantaged, given all the
advantages of the species? How did an individual Greek come
to be representative of his era, and why does no modern man
claim this distinction? Because the first was formed as a unity
by nature, and the second by an intellect that divided and
subdivided.

It was culture itself that wounded modern humanity in this
way. On the one hand, the extension of empirical knowledge
and sharper thinking rendered a more precise distinction of the
sciences necessary, while on the other the elaborate machinery
of the state demanded a more consistent separation of ranks
and occupations; the inner unity of human nature was torn
apart, and a ruinous dispute set its harmonious powers at odds.
Intuitive and speculative understanding became inimical and
occupied their own domains, whose border they now began
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to patrol with jealous mistrust; and the spheres within which
their activities were confined were now ruled by a master they
had themselves chosen, who not infrequently sought to sup-
press as inessential all other human endowments. While here
an excessive imagination laid waste to the hard-won fruits of
understanding, elsewhere the spirit of abstraction consumed
the fire at which the heart should have warmed itself, and
imagination been kindled.

The collapse which art and learning first brought about
within man was made complete and universal by the new spirit
of government. Of course, it was not to be expected that the
simple organization of the first republics would survive the sim-
plicity of initial manners and conditions, but instead of rising to
a higher animalistic life, it descended into a crude and clumsy
mechanism. Greek states resembled a colony of polyps,? for
within them individuals enjoyed an independent life, although
in time of necessity they could form into a whole; this now
gave way to the artifice of a clockwork mechanism, the join-
ing together of an infinite number of lifeless parts to create a
new mechanically driven whole.? State and Church, laws and
manners were now torn apart; pleasure was separated from
work, means from end, effort from reward. Eternally shackied
to one small fragment of the whole, man imagined himself to
be a fragment, in his ear the constant and monotonous noise
of the wheel that he turned; never capable of developing the
harmony of his being, and instead of marking the humanity
in his nature, he simply became the impress of his occupation,
his particular knowledge.* But not even that bare fragmentary
union still attaching the individual parts to the whole depended
upon forms that they were able to determine themselves (for
who would voluntarily surrender his liberty to a mechanism so
artificial and shy of light?); any such autonomy was spurious,
since the forms were in fact prescribed for them, inhibiting any
free insight. Dead letters represent living intellect, a practised
memory being a more reliable guide than genius and sensibility.

If the commonweal makes office the measure of the man, if
it prizes in one citizen only his metnory, in another only math-
ematical understanding, in a third only mechanical skill; if it is
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22 ON THE ABSTHETIC EPUCATION OF MAN

inevitably compelled by knowledge already accumulated to
separate itself from sensation and intuition in its striving for
clarity of knowledge. There could be no further upward move-
ment, because only a certain degree of clarity can coexist with
a particular abundance and warmth. The Greeks had achieved
this, and if they had wished to develop their culture further
they would have had to surrender the totality of their being
in the same way that we have had to, to pursue truth along
separate lines.

There was no way of developing the various capacities
of man other than to set them one against the another. The
antagonism of powers is the great instrument of culture, but,
all the same, only an instrument; for so long as this antagonism
persists one is still on the path towards culture.f It is only
because the individual powers of man separate themselves in
this way, seeking exclusive authority, that they come into con-
flict with the truth of things and compel an idle common sense,
that would not otherwise rise above external appearance, to
penetrate to the heart of things. Since pure intellect usurps
authority in the world of sense, while the empirical inteltect
seeks to subordinate pure intellect to the conditions of experi-
ence, both capacities develop to the greatest possible maturity,
exhausting the full extent of their respective domains, Since
the power of imagination also here dares dissolve the ordered
world through its unconstrained freedom, it compels reason to
become the supreme source of knowledge, calling upon the law
of necessity for assistance in dealing with this capriciousness.

The unilateral exercise of powers does inevitably lead the
individual into error, but it leads the species as a whole to
truth. Solely by focussing the entire energy of pur mind, and
pulling our entire being together into one single power, we lend
wings to this individual power, and through artifice lead it far
beyond the limits that nature seems to have set it, Just as it
is quite certain that all human individuals together, with the
eyesight with which nature has endowed them, would never
have discovered even one of the satellites of Jupiter revealed
to the astronomer with the telescope, so it can also be agreed
that human powers of thought would never have proposed an
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analysis of the infinite, nor a critique of pure reason, if the
individuals so assembled had not isolated reason from every-
thing material, readied their eyes and directed their attention
to the absolute with the most intense abstraction. But will such
a mind, dissolved into pure intellect and pure intuition, be
suited to exchange the strict fetters of logic for the free course
of poetic power, grasping hold of the individuality of things
with true and chaste sense? Nature here sets even the universal
genius a limit that he cannot cross, and truth will continue
to make martyrs so long as philosophy has to make its prime
concern the creation of safeguards against error.

However much the entire world might benefit from this
separated development of human powers, it cannot be denied
that the individuals invelved are cursed by this universal pus-
pose. While gymnastic exercise might create athletic bodies,
beauty is created only by the free and regular play of the limbs.
In the same way, harnessing together individual intellectual
powers can certainly create extraordinary human beings,
but only an equal intellectual temperament can make them
happy and complete. And in what kind of relationship with
former and future eras would we stand if the development of
human nature made such a sacrifice necessary? We would have
been the serfs of mankind, we would for a few thousand years
have slaved for it, and our mutilated nature would be marked
with the shameful traces of our servitude — so that a later gen-
eration might in blissful indolence maintain its moral health,
and allow free rein to the development of its humanity!

But can man really be intended to neglect himself for the
sake of any purpose? Should the purposes of nature rob us of
a completeness which the purposes of reason prescribe for us?
It must therefore be wrong that the development of individual
powers requires the sacrifice of their totality; or if the rule of
nature strives so for this end, then it is up to us to restore,,
through higher artifice, the totality in our nature that artifice
has destroyed.
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EIGHTH LETTER

Should therefore philosophy retire, discouraged and without
hope, from this domain? While the rule of forms extends itself
in every other direction should this, the most important of all
possessions, be delivered up to faceless chance? Should the
conflict of blind forces last an eternity in the political world,
and the sociable law never vanquish hostile self-interest?

Not at all! Reason itself will not engage directly with a harsh
power resistant to its weapons; no more than the son of Saturn
in the Iiad will it stoop to take action in that grim arena.!
Instead, reason chooses from among the ranks of warriors
the most worthy, equips him like Zeus did his grandson with
divine arms, and through his victorious power brings about the
great decision.?

Reason has done what it can by discovering the law
and establishing it; its execution is the task of resolute will and
living feeling. If truth is to prevail in battle it must itself first
become a force, establishing an impelling force as its champion
in the realm of appearances; for impulses are the only motive
forces in the sensible world. If reason has as yet showed little of
its victorious power, this is not the fault of an intellect power-
less to unveil it, but rather of the heart closed against it, and of
the impulse that did not act in its favour.

So where does this still-prevailing rule of prejudice and
smothering of minds come from, given the light shed by phil-
osophy and experience? The era is enlightened, which means
that knowledge has been discovered and made public sufficient
to correct at least our practical principles. The spirit of free
investigation has scattered those mistaken conceptions which
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have long barred the approach to truth, and has undermined
the ground upon which fanaticism and deception had set their
throne. Reason has cleansed itself from the deceptions of the
senses and delusions of sophistry, and philosophy itself, which
first made us disloyal to nature, now loudly and insistently
calls us back into its arms - why, then, are we still barbarians?

Rather than in the things themselves, it must be something
in men’s psyche that obstructs the acceptance of truth, even
when it burns so brightly, and the adoption of truth, even when
it is so vividly convincing. A wise old man has sensed this, and
it lies hidden in the pregnant statement: sapere aude.>

Have the courage to use your own understanding! The
energy of courage needed to overcome the obstacles to learning
thrown up by both the indolence of nature and the cowardice
of the heart. Not for nothing does the ancient myth have the
goddess of wisdom emerging fully armed from Jupiter’s head;*
for her very first action is that of a warrior, Even 2t her birth
she must enter a bitter struggle with senses that do not wish to
be torn from sweet repose. The more numerous part of man-
kind is too tired and exhausted from its struggle with need
to gird itself up for a new and more intense struggle against
error, Happy to avoid the troublesome effort of thinking, they
gladly leave the control of their concepts to others; and if it
so happens that they rouse themselves to higher needs, they
seize with greedy credulity upon the formulations that state
and priesthood have prepared for them in anticipation. If these
unhappy souls deserve our sympathy, we are justified in despis-
ing those whom fortune has freed from the yoke of need, but
who nonetheless choose to bend themselves to it. Such people
prefer the twilight of obscure belief, in which one can feel more
alive and shape the imagination in whatever way one likes,
to the rays of truth that chase away the comforting delusions
of their dreams. These illusions, which the malevolent light of'
knowledge threatens to scatter, are the basis of all their hap-
piness; how can they be expected to pay so much for a truth
that begins by robbing them of all they hold so dear? To love
wisdom, they would already have to be wise, which itself is a
truth already felt by those who gave philosophy its name.s
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30 ON THE AESTHETIC EDUCATION OF MAN

The artist is certainly the child of his age, but all the worse
for him if he is at the same time its pupil, even worse its min-
ion. May a benevolent divinity tear the infant from his mother’s
breast and nourish him with the milk of a better age, and allow
him to grow into maturity under a distant Greek sky. When he
has become a man, let him return as an alien form to his own
century; not to please it by his reappearance, but instead ter-
rifying, like Agamemnon’s son, to cleanse it.! He will take his
material from the present time, but the form will come from a
more refined time; indeed, beyond all time, borrowed from
the absolute and immutable unity of his being, Here, from the
pure ether of his daimonic nature, the spring of beauty wells,
uninfected by the corruption of the generations and eras tum-
bling in dark eddies far below. Whim can dishonour his materia}
just as he had ennobled it, but chaste form is beyond such flux.
While in statuary the Roman of the early centuries stood erect,
he had long before bent his knee to his emperor; temples were
still looked upon as holy long after the gods were derided; and
the misdeeds of a Nero and a Commodus were shamed by the
refined style of the building which lent them cover.* Mankind
had lost its honour, but it was rescued by art and preserved in
worthy stone; truth survives in the shape of deception, and from
the copy the original will be restored. Just as refined art survived
refined nature, so the inspiration of art now goes before het,
arousing and teaching her. Before truth casts its victorious light
into the depths of the heart, poetic power catches its rays, and
the peaks of mankind will shine out while in the valleys it is still
dank night,

How does the artist shield himself from the corruptions of
his age that surround him on all sides? By disdaining its judge-
ment. He should look upwards to his dignity and the law, never
downwards to fortune and need. Free both of a vain activity
that would gladly leave its mark in the passing moment, and
of the impatient spirit of enthusiasm that applies the meas-
ure of all things to the petty creations of the time, he may
leave the sphere of the actual to the intellect, where it belongs;
for he may strive instead to create the ideal by connecting
the possible with the necessary. Let him express this ideal in
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illusion and truth, express it in the play of his power of inven-
tion and in the gravity of his deeds, express it in all sensuous
and spiritual forms, and wordlessly project it into infinite time.

But not all in whose soul this ideal glows were granted the
creative rest and great sense of patience to imprint this ideal
upon the unnamed stone, or to pour it out in sober words,
trusting to the loyal hands of the era. Far too impetuous to
pass through this tranquil means, the divine creative impulse
often throws itself into the present and into active life, seek-
ing to reshape the formless material of the moral world. The
misfortunes of the human race speak urgently to the sensitive
man, even more urgently its degradation; enthusiasm is roused,
and ardent yearning in vigorous souls strives impatiently for
effect. But did man not ask himself whether this disorder in the
moral world offends his reason, or perhaps instead pains his
self-love? And if he does not yet know, then he will see it in the
zeal with which it insists upon particular and prompt effects,
The pure moral impulse is directed to the absolute; for this
impulse there is no time, and the future becomes the present
once it has with necessity to develop from this present. For a
reason without limits the way is at once the destination, and
this path is completed from the moment it is commenced.

To the young friend of truth and beanty who seeks from
me knowledge of the way in which he should, despite all the
centuty’s opposition, satisfy the noble impulse in his breast, 1
say: guide the world upon which you act towards the good,
and the calm rhythm of time will bring about its fulfilment.
You have given the world such guidance if your teaching raises
its thoughts to the necessary and the eternal; if, by action or
example, you transform the necessary and eternal into an
object of its impulses. The edifice of delusion and capricious-
ness will fall, it has to fall, it has already fallen as soon as you
are certain that it is tending towards this; but this tendency
must be within man’s inner self, and not merely in his external
appearance. Raise up victorious truth in the modest calm of
your soul, project it in beauty so that not only thought pays
homage to it, but sense might lovingly grasp its appearance.
And so that you might not find yourself receiving from reality
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