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EDITORIAL 

Reject the Zelenskyy Hollywood Showtime; Organize Support for 
Peace Conference 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—Schiller Institute founder and leader Helga Zepp-

LaRouche used a pre-Christmas webcast today to urge for an expanded 

https://schillerinstitute.com/blog/2022/12/22/webcast-reject-the-zelensky-hollywood-production-organize-support-for-peace-conference-proposed-by-pope-francis/
https://schillerinstitute.com/blog/2022/12/22/webcast-reject-the-zelensky-hollywood-production-organize-support-for-peace-conference-proposed-by-pope-francis/
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mobilization behind the offer of Pope Francis to use the Vatican as a site 

for negotiations between Russia and Ukraine, without preconditions, to end 

NATO’s war against Russia. 

Every thinking person, she said, is concerned with the danger of an 

escalation to World War III. She urged viewers to circulate the Schiller 

Institute’s letter of support for the Pope’s offer, in the spirit of Christmas, 

and use the season as a moment for serious reflection on the mission of 

Jesus to achieve peace, through acting with good will towards all men. 

The Zelenskyy extravaganza in Washington on Dec. 21 demonstrated 

the opposite approach, exposing the British intent for expanding the war, 

even as NATO is approaching to cross the trip-wire of what is unacceptable 

to Russia. The Zelenskyy in-person speeches, along with the U.S. intent to 

forward-place Patriot missiles, is an escalation of the nuclear war danger. 

Zepp-LaRouche said that she believes the war hawks, typified in 

Germany by the Green officials in the government, are also preparing an 

escalation against China in 2023. But if they are successful in 

“diversifying” the European Union economies away from China, Europe 

will be “marginalized.” 

Instead, the potential still exists for Europe to participate in the great 

global Belt and Road Initiative. Zepp-LaRouche cut to the core on this 

potential in two other media events she did today. In a nine-minute video 

statement, “German Expert: The Biggest Threat to Human Rights,” 

broadcast by China’s television network CGTN, today, she stressed that the 

right to development—economically and in all other ways—is a 

fundamental right. In fact, the greatest violation of human rights is denying 

people the right to develop! Nations of the Global South are attempting to 

create a New Paradigm, serving the principle of development, in which the 

Belt and Road Initiative, the BRICS-Plus, Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization, Eurasian Economic Union, and China’s Global Development 

Initiative all figure. 

Today’s Global Times in China, also ran feature, “Special Report: BRI 

Takes Hold with Inspiring Breakthroughs in 2022 Despite Global 

https://schillerinstitute.com/blog/2022/12/20/open-letter-to-pope-francis-from-political-and-social-leaders-support-call-for-immediate-peace-negotiations/
https://schillerinstitute.com/blog/2022/12/20/open-letter-to-pope-francis-from-political-and-social-leaders-support-call-for-immediate-peace-negotiations/
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-12-22/German-expert-The-biggest-threat-to-human-rights-1fYav7KiOFq/index.html
“Special%20Report:%20BRI%20Takes%20Hold%20with%20Inspiring%20Breakthroughs%20in%202022%20Despite%20Global%20Downturn.”
“Special%20Report:%20BRI%20Takes%20Hold%20with%20Inspiring%20Breakthroughs%20in%202022%20Despite%20Global%20Downturn.”
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Downturn,” in which the daily’s staff interviewed specialists, including 

Zepp-LaRouche. Zepp-LaRouche warned that the “world’s financial 

system will continue facing major issues, such as heightened inflation. That 

means the central banks of major development economics will vacillate 

between efforts to contain inflation through quantitative tightening, which 

risks bankruptcies and capital flight out of the emergency markets, and 

quantitative easing, which again increases inflation. Any country that looks 

to dilute the combined effect should scale up BRI cooperation.” 

On the immediate war threat, compatriots of Zepp-LaRouche are using 

their pre-Christmas message to sound the alarm, some formally linked to 

the letter of support to Pope Francis for offering a negotiations venue, and 

some others acting in parallel. 

In eastern Germany, Karl Krökel, a skilled trades master, is 

commanding local media coverage to urge “writing to Pope Francis” in 

support the Holy Father’s initiative. 

In Italy, on Dec. 21, Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, who heads up the Italian 

Bishops’ Conference, spoke in Bari, at the Basilica of Saint Nicholas, at a 

vigil organized by the Italian Bishops and by the Archdiocese of Bari-

Bitonto, to call for an end to violence in Ukraine. Cardinal Zuppi urged the 

convening of a conference “like Helsinki, that could resolve many conflicts 

and lay the basis for peaceful coexistence.” He said that Saint Nicholas 

“doesn’t want violence and orders peace! Let no one say that the conditions 

don’t exist. They can be found! Enough combat that only leads to 

destruction! Peace isn’t a dream, it’s the only way to live. It is ‘the’ choice, 

not ‘a’ choice.” In his homily, he called for a Christmas truce, as Vatican 

Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin did on Dec. 13, and for a 

commitment to organize “a conference which, as so wisely occurred in 

Helsinki so many years ago, can resolve so many conflicts and create the 

bases for peaceful coexistence.” 

Join the mobilization! 

 

“Special%20Report:%20BRI%20Takes%20Hold%20with%20Inspiring%20Breakthroughs%20in%202022%20Despite%20Global%20Downturn.”
https://www.vaticannews.va/es/iglesia/news/2022-12/bari-zuppi-guerra-escandaliza-no-acciones-militares-navidad.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2022-12/parolin-europe-must-recover-the-spirit-of-helsinki.html
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• Watch Harley’s Updates with Harley Schlanger on Friday December 

23, 2022: Every weekday morning on The LaRouche Organization, 

Schlanger will give you the strategic briefing you need to start your day.  

NEW WORLD PARADIGM 

Italian Cardinal Zuppi Adds to Calls for a ‘Helsinki’ Conference for 
Peace in Ukraine 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—As reported by Vatican News today, at the Basilica of 

Saint Nicholas in Bari, in southern Italy, Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, president 

of the Italian Bishops Conference, spoke yesterday at a vigil organized by 

the Conference and the Archdiocese of Bari-Bitonto to call for an end to 

violence in Ukraine. He urged that a conference be convened, “like 

Helsinki, that could resolve many conflicts and lay the basis for peaceful 

coexistence.” 

Saint Nicholas, he said, “doesn’t want violence and orders peace! Let no 

one say that the conditions don’t exist. They can be found! Enough of 

combat that only leads to destruction! Peace isn’t a dream, it’s the only way 

to live. It is ‘the’ choice, not ‘a’ choice. 

In his homily, he called for a Christmas truce, as Secretary of State 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin had, and for a commitment to organize “a 

conference which, as so wisely took place in Helsinki too many years ago, 

can resolve so many conflicts and create the bases for peaceful 

coexistence.” 

The Basilica of Saint Nicholas was an appropriate site for Cardinal 

Zuppi’s call for peace, as it is an ecumenical center which attracts pilgrims 

from many different religions, including Orthodox Christians. In 1966, at 

one end of the crypt which holds the relics of Saint Nicholas, an Orthodox 

chapel was built, but the Dominican friars who live in a community at the 

Basilica, maintain the vision that Saint Nicholas is everyone’s saint who 

brings together Christians of many different expressions from East and 

West. 

https://laroucheorganization.com/HarleySchlangerReport
https://www.vaticannews.va/es/iglesia/news/2022-12/bari-zuppi-guerra-escandaliza-no-acciones-militares-navidad.html
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/who-is-st-nicholas/saint-in-bari
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In 2018, Pope Francis invited religious leaders from all the Middle 

Eastern denominations to meet at Bari to pray for peace in the Middle East 

and peace in Syria. Bari was chosen because it represents a “window into 

the East” and because it is home to the relics of Saint Nicholas, who is 

venerated by Christians of the East and West alike.  

Dmitry Medvedev in Beijing for High-Level Meetings with President 
Xi Jinping and Top Officials 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—Dmitry Medvedev, Deputy Chairman of the Russian 

Security Council and chairman of the United Russia party, was welcomed 

in Beijing on Dec. 20-21, responding to an invitation from the Chinese 

Communist Party, Xinhua reported.  

This news service had previously reported unconfirmed reports that 

Presidents Xi and Putin were going to meet before the end of the year, 

which seems unlikely to happen. When Medvedev met with Xi on Dec. 21, 

he delivered a personal letter from Putin. TASS quoted a statement from his 

office that Medvedev “delivered a message from Russian President  Putin 

to the Chinese head of state which particularly noted the unprecedented 

level of Russian-Chinese political dialogue and practical cooperation and 

expressed confidence in unfailing gradual development of interstate and 

interparty ties.... 

“The two sides synchronized their watches on a number of significant 

international issues, highlighting the fact that Moscow’s and Beijing’s 

approaches to the most pressing global problems largely coincide, and 

touched on the issue of strategic foreign policy coordination, especially 

within the UN framework and at other multilateral venues, including the 

SCO, BRICS and the G20. The situation in the post-Soviet region, 

including the Ukrainian crisis, was discussed.”  

Medvedev’s meeting with Xi also included Foreign Minister Wang Yi 

and other top officials. Xi reportedly handed Medvedev a letter for Putin.  

Beijing’s Foreign Ministry pointed to Xi’s statement that China is 

prepared to work with Russia to push Russia-China relations into “the new 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202212/t20221223_10994181.html'
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era and make global governance more fair and equitable.” On the Ukraine 

conflict, Xi said that “China has always decided its position and policy on 

the merits of the issue itself, and has taken an objective and fair position 

and actively promoted peace talks. He expressed the hope that relevant 

parties will remain rational and exercise restraint, engage in comprehensive 

dialogue, and address their common security concerns through political 

means.”  

United Russia issued a statement following the meeting saying that 

“fruitful Russian-Chinese talks in Beijing proved to be an important 

milestone in terms of joint efforts to strengthen dialogue between United 

Russia and the Chinese Communist Party, and relations between the two 

countries in general,” TASS reported. The delegation with Medvedev 

included the United Russia party’s general council, First Deputy Speaker of 

the Federation Council Andrey Turchak, and Vladimir Vasilyev, United 

Russia’s faction leader in the State Duma. 

Ibero-America Looks to Belt and Road, China’s Development 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—Pressure as they have, U.S. diplomats and military 

officers have not succeeded in turning Ibero-America and Caribbean 

against China and its Belt and Road Initiative. 

More than 300 Ibero-American, Caribbean, and Chinese businessmen, 

representing some 150 companies, participated in the 25th annual China-

LAC Businessmen’s Summit on Dec. 14-15. Co-sponsored by China’s 

International Trade Promotion Council and the Ecuadorian Ministry of 

Production, Foreign Trade, Investment and Fishing, the hybrid in-

person/online summit was opened by President Guillermo Lasso—a 

conservative former banker who professes support for NATO and was 

visiting Biden at the White House on Dec. 19—by describing the Latin 

America-Caribbean (LAC) region, with its 662 million inhabitants, as “very 

interconnected with the People’s Republic of China.” 

The “Guayaquil Initiative” statement, issued at the end of the summit, 

endorsed the Belt and Road Initiative as key to fostering interconnectivity, 

which in turn unleashes development potential, for everyone’s “mutual 
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benefit and win-win.” Scientific and technological R&D and “innovation” 

were also cited as key areas for cooperation. 

Earlier in the week, Mexican legislators, academics and media had 

participated in Xinhua’s Dec. 12 conference in Mexico City, titled “New 

Opportunities for the World through China’s New Development: Chinese 

Modernization and China-Latin American Relations.” The chair of the 

Mexican Chamber of Deputies’ Mexico-China Friendship Group Deputy 

Yeidckol Polevnsky praised China’s fight to eradicate poverty and raise the 

quality of the life of their people. The Chinese dream “is the invigoration of 

the country in order to bring about its people’s happiness. That is easy to 

say, but it has a formidable background.” Mexico has much to learn and 

apply from China’s efforts to create a modestly prosperous society and 

socialism with Chinese characteristics, she stressed. 

Polevnsky reportedly spoke of plans for the Chamber of Deputies to 

have China’s achievements become better known in Mexico. “We want to 

widely publicize how much China has achieved, and above all, the 

principles and values on which the Belt and Road is based which are ... 

respect [and] cooperation for development without requiring conditions 

from you.” 

STRATEGIC SHOWDOWN 

Putin Addresses Defense Ministry Board, Says Russia Will Continue 
Upgrading Its Nuclear Forces 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—Russian President Vladimir Putin, in an address to an 

expanded meeting of the Russian Defense Ministry board yesterday, 

promised that Russia will continue to modernize and upgrade its strategic 

nuclear forces. “It is the main guarantee that our sovereignty and territorial 

integrity, strategic parity and the general balance of forces in the world are 

preserved,” he said. 

“This year, the level of modern armaments in the strategic nuclear 

forces has already exceeded 91%. We continue rearming the regiments of 

our strategic missile forces with modern missile systems with Avangard 

http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70159
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hypersonic warheads,” Putin continued. He reported that “in the near 

future,” the Sarmat heavy ICBM will be on combat duty for the first time, 

and that combat units are continuing to be re-equipped with the Yars solid 

fuel ICBM. Putin also state that the Russian Navy frigate Admiral 

Gorshkov will go on combat duty in early January equipped with Tsircon 

(Zircon) hypersonic missiles. He vowed, “We will continue equipping our 

strategic forces with the latest weapon systems.” 

Moscow’s Ambassador Antonov Considers That Neither Ukraine nor 
U.S. Is Ready for Peace 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—In response to a media query, posted to the Russian 

Embassy’s website, Russian Ambassador to the U.S. Anatoly Antonov said 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s visit to Washington Dec. 21 

has demonstrated that neither Ukraine nor the U.S. is ready for peace. “The 

theses appearing in the American media that Russia is not interested in 

achieving peace are false,” he said, adding that Moscow’s position had 

been repeatedly voiced by the Russian President. 

“The head of the Kiev regime’s visit to Washington, staged in 

Hollywood style, has ultimately confirmed that the administration’s 

conciliatory statements about the lack of intention to enter into a 

confrontation with Russia are an ‘empty phrase,’ ” Antonov commented. 

Referring to the U.S. decision to send a Patriot battery to Ukraine, he said: 

“The provocative actions by the U.S. are steadily leading to an escalation, 

the consequences of which cannot even be imagined,” the Ambassador 

warned. 

“What was essentially announced to applauses and sarcastic smirks, was 

the need to continue the ‘proxy war’ against our country. Till a full victory 

over us,” Antonov opened his response, and saying “Enormous resources, 

weapons, intelligence capabilities are thrown in. The manic idea of ‘victory 

over the Russians on the battlefield’ is put at the forefront. Some legislators 

even argue that the Russian Federation can be conquered in three days.”  

As for the U.S. decision to send Patriot missiles to Ukraine, Antonov 

continued: “Despite our warnings, Patriot air defense system will be sent to 

https://washington.mid.ru/en/press-centre/news/russian_ambassador_to_the_united_states_anatoly_antonov_s_answer_to_a_media_question_zelensky/
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Kiev. However, the country does not have specialists to work with them. 

So, will those be American specialists? Or citizens of another NATO 

country? They cannot but realize here [in Washington] that Western 

weapons are being systematically destroyed by our military. I think 

everyone understands perfectly well what fate the personnel manning these 

complexes on the territory of Ukraine, can face. 

“I want to emphasize that we have repeatedly tried and are still trying to 

appeal to common sense at all levels. It was stressed that the provocative 

actions by the U.S. are steadily leading to an escalation, the consequences 

of which cannot even be imagined....”  

Will One Patriot Battery Make a Difference in Ukraine? 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—Yesterday, President Joe Biden, with the deluded 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at his side, announced that the 

latest weapons package that the U.S. will provide to Ukraine will include 

one Patriot air defense/anti-missile battery, along with an unspecified 

amount of missile ammunition. There is good reason, however, to question 

whether this single battery will make a difference on the battlefield of 

Ukraine. 

A senior defense official told reporters at the Pentagon, “Our goal is to 

help Ukraine strengthen a layered, integrated approach to air defense.” He 

also said that it would work together with other, shorter-range air defense 

systems that the West has already provided to Ukraine. However, “Patriot 

does require training, and we expect it will take several months to ensure 

Ukrainian forces have the training they need to employ it successfully.” A 

single Patriot battery includes 6-8 launchers, a radar unit and a command-

and-control section, along with support functions to include power and 

maintenance. It takes 90-100 troops to run a single Patriot battery, which is 

a technologically complex system. The senior defense official reported that 

“the Ukrainians will have to complete the training in order to be able to, 

you know, field the system. And it’s the Ukrainians who are operating the 

system, so that’s absolutely essential.” 
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The second problem relates to how much of an area can a single Patriot 

battery even cover, despite its capabilities against distant targets? Ukraine 

is getting one Patriot battery, but in 2013, NATO deployed six Patriot 

batteries to defend a NATO radar and two air bases in an area much smaller 

than Ukraine against threats allegedly stemming from Syria and Iran. While 

the Patriot can engage manned aircraft up to a range of 160 km, it can 

engage tactical ballistic missiles out to a range of 30 km, meaning that the 

area it can defend is very limited. As the Russians know well, a Patriot 

battery is also a soft target, meaning it can be easily destroyed. The Patriot 

system is also limited by the fact that its radar can only cover 120° of the 

horizon, which means that if the threat comes from a different direction 

than where it is facing, it can’t see it. “In the kind of environment we’re 

seeing in Ukraine, where threats can come in from multiple directions, you 

either have to have more radars or more batteries,” Ian Williams of the 

Missile Defense Project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies 

in Washington told Agence France-Presse on Dec. 15. 

Russian Embassy in Washington Insists Nord Stream Will Not Be 
‘Swept Under the Carpet’ 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—The Russian Embassy in Washington issued a statement 

on its website on Dec. 21 declaring that Russia will not allow the truth 

about sabotaged the two Nord Stream submarine pipelines in the Baltic Sea 

to be “swept under the carpet.” 

“We took notice of the Washington Post investigation of the terrorist 

attack on the Nord Stream international gas pipelines. The journalists—

unlike the local authorities, who ‘suddenly’ abandoned megaphone 

diplomacy and speculations in their favorite ‘highly likely’ style—are 

trying to get to the truth about the unprecedented attack on the pipeline 

infrastructure that took place in the Baltic Sea. We cannot but welcome 

such an aspiration,” the Embassy statement reads. 

“We emphasize that our country will not allow the inconvenient truth 

about what happened to the Nord Stream to be ‘swept under the carpet’.... 

https://washington.mid.ru/en/press-centre/news/comment_by_the_russian_embassy_in_the_united_states_on_terrorist_attack_on_the_nord_stream/
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We will continue to insist on a comprehensive and transparent investigation 

with Russian participation,” it concludes. 

Referring to unnamed sources, the Washington Post’s Dec. 21 article 

said, “A handful of officials expressed regret that so many world leaders 

pointed the finger at Moscow without considering other countries, as well 

as extremist groups, that might have the capability and the motive to 

conduct the attack.” 

The Infamous CCD Hit List Is Back 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—NATO’s “information warfare” unit within Ukraine’s 

National Security and Defense Council, the Center for Countering 

Disinformation (CCD), once again posted, on Dec. 20, a list of Western 

figures who, it charges, promote Russian propaganda. Number one on the 

list, still, is Helga Zepp-LaRouche, founder and head of the international 

Schiller Institute. 

As documented in EIR’s exposé in the Sept. 2, 2022 issue, the CCD 

blacklist is a hit list, which overlaps and is coordinated with the notorious 

Myrotvorets assassination list. The CCD puts speakers on its hit list for 

such “crimes” as publicly advocating a peaceful settlement to the Russia-

Ukraine conflict, pointing to NATO’s role in provoking that war, or merely 

asserting that Russia, and Russian culture, have a right to exist. The CCD 

demands every chance it gets that governments designate people holding 

such views as “information terrorists,” to be tried as terrorists. 

This is the third time the CCD has posted such a list. The first appeared 

on July 14. That list named 71 people, with Zepp-LaRouche and the first 

30-odd speakers at various Schiller Institute international conferences right 

up front. Feeling the heat of the Schiller Institute’s international campaign 

against its hit list, and diplomatic pressure from certain governments, the 

CCD removed the list on August 11. The CCD then re-posted the list in 

early October, adding a couple dozen more people to those previously 

named to bring the total to over 90. In the midst of another flurry of 

negative attention to its hit list, particularly from within Germany, the list 

was then removed again on the weekend of Nov. 6. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/12/21/russia-nord-stream-explosions/
https://cpd.gov.ua/reports/spikery-yaki-prosuvayut-spivzvuchni-rosijskij-propagandi-naratyvy-2/
https://cpd.gov.ua/reports/spikery-yaki-prosuvayut-spivzvuchni-rosijskij-propagandi-naratyvy-2/
https://larouchepub.com/other/2022/4934-global_nato_orders_a_hit_on_ad.html
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Now the list is back, shortened to some 40 people, for whatever reason, 

and accompanied by a CYA statement that “it should be noted that the 

listed persons are not Russian propagandists, but promote narratives 

consistent with Russian propaganda.” 

List or no list, at no time has NATO’s CCD stopped targeting “Russian 

propagandists” in the West on its Telegram channel, or stopped its 

campaign for a war against “information terrorists.” 

U.S. POLITICAL & ECONOMIC 

Zelenskyy and Biden Seem Not To Be on the Same Wavelength 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—During their Dec. 21 visit at the White House, after 

being promised another $1.85 billion by President Joe Biden, Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at times appeared to be speaking from a 

different script than Biden’s, despite the latter’s insistence that the U.S. 

would back Ukraine for “as long as it takes” amidst much backslapping and 

protestations of admiration. 

During their joint press conference, while Biden also asserted that 

Zelenskyy was “open to a just peace,” Zelenskyy stated a few minutes later 

that, “So there can’t be any just peace in the war that was imposed on us by 

these ... these ‘inhumans’ ”—an open admission of the Kiev Nazis’ 

conception of the Russians as untermenschen. He added that for him, “just 

peace [means] no compromises,” and “the payback for all the damages 

inflicted by Russian aggression.” 

This contradiction must have raised a few eyebrows, because some 

hours later the website of the Ukrainian Presidency ran a statement 

claiming that Zelenskyy had discussed his so-called 10-point peace plan 

with Biden, which was first presented at the G20 meeting in Bali; calling it 

a “peace formula” is stretching things. In his speech to Congress, 

Zelenskyy said he had discussed this 10-point plan with Biden and that the 

U.S. President had “agreed with it,” although the White House had no 

public report on the contents of the plan.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/12/21/remarks-by-president-biden-and-president-zelenskyy-of-ukraine-in-joint-press-conference/
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/andrij-yermak-obgovoriv-z-generalami-zi-ssha-ta-norvegiyi-sh-79989
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/ukrayina-zavzhdi-bula-liderom-mirotvorchih-zusil-yaksho-rosi-79141
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Some analysts pointed out that Zelenskyy would not have personally 

traveled to Washington, had there not been some signal of a shift in 

bilateral relations. The U.S. decision to send a Patriot missile system 

reportedly signalled that positive shift. But Zelenskyy was adamant that 

$1.85 billion and the Patriot missiles offered were not enough. “We would 

like to get more Patriot missiles,” he said, arguing that all these weapons 

and aid “were not charity” but in fact an “investment” in global security. 

But, as one CNN analyst noted, beneath all the mutual praise, there were 

tensions. Biden hasn’t always been comfortable with Zelenskyy’s constant 

demand for more and more weapons and other aid, particularly with a more 

vocal Republican House questioning these decisions and an American 

public increasingly opposed to financing Ukraine. 

When asked by a reporter whether he had calculated whether sending a 

Patriot missile system to Ukraine could be considered “escalatory” by 

Putin, Biden insisted it was not, because “it’s a defensive system ... it’s not 

escalatory, it’s defensive. One Ukrainian journalist then asked why the U.S. 

couldn’t just send the Patriots and everything else that Zelenskyy is asking 

for—“all capabilities, including long-range missiles, ATACMS, to liberate 

all territories as soon as possible?” 

Earlier in the press conference Biden had boasted that Putin had failed 

in his efforts to break up NATO and the EU. NATO today is “more unified 

than ever,” he proclaimed, as are the European nations. But in response to 

that reporter’s question, he said there are two reasons why the U.S. can’t 

give Ukraine everything there is to give. One is that “there’s an entire 

Alliance that is critical to stay with Ukraine. And the idea that we would 

give Ukraine material that is fundamentally different than what is already 

going there would have a prospect of breaking up NATO and breaking up 

the European Union and the rest of the world.” (Are NATO and the EU so 

fragile?) Of course, he said, the U.S. will give Ukraine what it needs “to be 

able to defend itself, to be able to succeed and succeed on the battlefield.” 

The other issue, he explained, concerns the European allies and heads of 

states, whom Biden has tried to convince that it is “overwhelmingly in their 
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interest that they continue to support Ukraine. They understand it fully,” he 

said. But, “they’re not looking to go to war with Russia. They’re not 

looking for a Third World War. And I think it can all be avoided by making 

sure that Ukraine is able to succeed on the battlefield. So anyway, there’s 

more to say, but I probably already said too much.” 

COLLAPSING WESTERN SYSTEM 

Qatargate’s U.S. Connection, the Human Rights Mafia 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—The Qatargate scandal now rocking the European 

Union has a U.S. connection through the New York City-based Human 

Rights Foundation. This organization financed the Fight Impunity NGO 

which was used to “keeping the money moving” by the conspirators headed 

by former Member of the European Parliament Antonio Panzeri. According 

to Wikipedia, HRF was founded by Thor Halvorssen Mendoza in 2005 and 

has been carrying out campaigns against Russia, China and other countries. 

It has organized a “global conference series” called the Oslo Freedom 

Forum. While Mendoza is the organization’s CEO, its chairman is Russian 

chess grandmaster Garry Kasparov, top hater of Russian President Putin. 

Javier El-Hage is HRF’s chief legal officer, who has appeared in 

conferences sponsored by Fight Impunity in the European Parliament.  

According to its filings in 2021 it had over $21 million in revenue. 

Donors include Democratic National Committee Treasurer Andrew Tobias, 

Bill Browder, who is responsible for the anti-Russian Magnitsky Act, 

blockchain innovator Brock Pierce, and the infamous Peter Thiel. HRF has 

also received funds from foundations including the Arcus Foundation, who 

state in their mission “We partner with experts and advocates for change to 

ensure that LGBTQ people and our fellow apes thrive in a world where 

social and environmental justice are a reality”; the Sarah Scaife Foundation, 

the Foundation for Democracy in Russia, linked to Kasparov, the neo-

conservative Bradley Foundation. HRF’s page donation page says you can 

donate in cash or Bitcoin, but the latter page returns a 404 error.  
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The EU Backs Gas Price Cap, in the Footsteps of Diocletian 

Dec. 22 (EIRNS)—While the man on the street thinks that the “Price Cap” 

imposed by the EU on the gas price will reduce prices, “it is a further 

example of how people are being cheated by politics,” Italian economist 

Michele Geraci tweeted. “The Price Cap on gas, fixed at the highest value 

between €180 and the price of other markets (for instance LNG) plus €35, 

is just the maximum price for trading on the TTF. OTC transactions 

instead, will have no limit.” 

Even the EU regulator has cast doubts on the Price Cap, the Financial 

Times reported. 

“The EU’s energy regulator has warned that the bloc’s new gas price 

cap was unlikely to lower costs for consumers or businesses if countries 

kept on rushing to fill their depleted reserves, calling the mechanism agreed 

by ministers this week ‘unprecedented, untested.’ Christian Zinglersen, 

director of the EU’s joint energy agency Acer, said he would be ‘reluctant 

to rely on this gas price cap’ alone to prevent the types of price spikes that 

roiled Europe’s energy markets in the summer following Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine.” 

Apparently, those who pushed the Price Cap (former Italian Prime 

Minister Mario Draghi is credited with the original idea) not only do not 

know economics, they do not even know history. 

The first historically recorded price cap was introduced by Roman 

Emperor Diocletian in 301 AD. It was imposed on a broad category of 

goods in the attempt to control inflation which had been generated by 

money printing and made the situation worse. 

Even the ever unreliable Wikipedia reports: “The edict did not solve the 

problem, as the total mass of coins minted continued to increase inflation 

and the maximum prices that were set were apparently too low. Merchants 

either stopped producing the goods, sold them illegally on the black market 

(which proliferated in those years), or used the barter system instead. The 

edict as a result prompted the cessation of business and trade, either 

between merchants or in whole cities, which were no longer able to 
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produce the goods at acceptable costs. Since the edict also had set limits on 

wages, those who had fixed wages (particularly soldiers) found that their 

wages had increased but were no longer valuable because artificial prices 

did not reflect real costs. Thus a real paralysis of the economy in the empire 

was produced.”  

Incidentally, Diocletian also attempted to implement a Final Solution for 

Christians. The EU has more than one similarity with him. 

 

Editor’s Note: EIR Daily Alert will skip the issues on Christmas and New 

Year’s, and therefore, no issues will be published on Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. 

Vol. 9, Issue 360 will be published on Dec. 27, 2022 and Vol. 10 Issue 2 

will be published on Jan. 3, 2023. 


