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EDITORIAL 

Afghanistan, Seen from the Complex Domain 

July 20 (EIRNS)—Something may be developing in Afghanistan, involving 

forces from the United States, Russia, China, Pakistan, and several nations 

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. You can tell, because 

everything in the power of British “intelligence” is being done to force 

Biden to denounce China and Xi Jinping, now through re-running 

“Russiagate” as “the Chinese hacked Microsoft.” The United States, the 

British declare, must not be allowed to do with China what it has just done 

with Russia through person-to-person talks between the heads of state. 

American representatives, however, have been involved in high-level 

discussions whose prospects for changing disastrous, decades-long failed 

policy are as promising as our efforts, and those of our allies, will make 

them. All concentration must be forced in the direction of undermining the 

axioms of Anglo-American failure that have characterized the past 20 

years, since the still-unexplained events of 9/11, and the derived 

“Responsibility To Protect” preventive war policies—practices declared as 

“crimes against humanity” at Nuremberg in 1949, policies that were also 

instigated, as in 2002-2003 through British intelligence’s “dodgy dossier.” 

The international strategic deployment which is the subject of the three-

movement organizing process of the next month, indicated by the “date-

markers” July 24, July 31, and August 14, requires what Lyndon LaRouche 

referred to as “visualizing the complex domain.” 

In the spirit of “listening to the wise words of Lyndon LaRouche,” it 

were advisable to consult his conception of creativity in music in order to 

understand how to better inform what we are actually trying to do in these 

next 30 days. The following is from a September 14, 1995, memo, 

“Comment on Renée Sigerson’s Memo on Opus 131.” 

“How Musical Ideas Become 
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“The relevant special significance of the Op. 131, is that its 

organization, as a whole, around transitions, forces the musician to attend 

to the reality, that the idea of the composition as a whole, is nothing other 

than a platonic ‘One,’ for which the ordering of the ‘Many’ according to 

nothing but a constant notion of change is the crucial feature of the 

development. Compare this with the case of our now-much-cited case of 

the Eratosthenes’ estimate of the curvature of the Earth. It is the manifest 

inconsistency among a series of astronomical observations, which is the 

experiential referent for Eratosthenes’ idea of the curvature of the Earth. It 

is the process of reducing that series of errors to a notion of ordered change, 

which leads to the idea of curvature. So in a musical developmental 

process, it is the adducing of the existence of an ordering principle which 

subsumes a series of developmentally ordered changes, which implies the 

idea of the composition as a whole. 

“Thus, if one states the formal expression of the developmental ordering 

of the entirety of the Opus 131, the idea of the composition as a whole is 

implicitly stated as the platonic idea of a unified process of Becoming. This 

implies the corresponding attempt to generate the notion of a Good.” 

Leibniz’s idea of the Good in politics, an idea which was the bedrock of 

the American Revolution’s “the pursuit of Happiness,” is what the Schiller 

Institute, as another form of expression of the intent of the LaRouche 

Presidential campaigns, is daring to promulgate through proposals like the 

present Afghanistan initiative that we have suddenly, without preparation 

or warning, “so nobly advanced.” The Good always poses the greatest 

threat to the self-doomed imperialists of empires, most emphatically the 

British. 

The “arc” of our intervention, including its July 24, July 31 and August 

14 inflection points, is a single process of change, a “One,” intended to 

secure the establishment of an international agreement, among Russia, 

China, the United States, and India, to spearhead the successful and timely 

creation of a world health platform as the basis for the eradication of 

poverty and pandemic disease planet-wide. That proposal, not “zero carbon 
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emissions,” is a worthwhile goal for 2030-2040. It should be adopted by 

those nations, as China adopted the ending of poverty for itself, and 

accomplished it; but, now, given to the world as the mission for Earth’s 

next generation (next 25 years). Earth’s next 50 years as discussed in the 

eponymous work of Lyndon LaRouche, is the “envelope,” as well as the 

“pedal point” for the discussions of the next month, particularly that of 

August 14-15. 

Given “the march of folly” we see displayed once again in the 

completely predictable “resurgence” of the coronavirus pandemic, as well 

as in the foolish “war maneuvers and war games” against Russia and China, 

that health platform may be the only available pathway to avoid the self-

immolation of trans-Atlantic civilization, which the tragic, “Wagnerian” 

performance of many nations’ present leadership-circles foreshadows. 

Afghanistan has been proposed by Helga Zepp-LaRouche as the theater of 

battle upon which we must intervene for the adoption of that “reversal of 

fortune.” We can be the non-tragic exception to the rulers. We are capable 

of changing their axiomatic, compulsive doom of their nations. Afghanistan 

is only the graveyard for empires; for patriots and world citizens, it can be 

the land of a thousand cities, and the New Silk Road—just as it once was, 

but better. What we propose may be opposite to every instinct of the 

world’s ruling bodies of the past half-century, but it is natural for those who 

consider humanity’s General Welfare to be the first and only truly human 

unit of measurement of progress. The too-long-deferred dream of FDR, 

Sukarno, Nkrumah, Nehru, JFK, Pope Paul VI, Martin Luther King, and 

many others, the dream of Hamilton’s First, and Lincoln’s Second 

American Revolution, is achievable, if we choose to visualize it, as 

Beethoven and LaRouche do. 

 

• Watch Harley’s Updates with Harley Schlanger on Wednesday, July 

21, 2021: Every weekday morning on The LaRouche Organization website, 

Harley will give you the strategic briefing on what you need to know to 

start your day.  

https://laroucheorganization.nationbuilder.com/harley_daily_update
http://www.laroucheorganization.com/
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UNITED STATES POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 

Stock Market Drop Jacked Up Trump to Demand Reparations from 
China for COVID-19 

July 20 (EIRNS)—Former President Donald Trump sent out a message on 

his Telegram account last night which first cited the headline: “DOW sinks 

over 900 points amid concerns over rising COVID cases, delta variant,” 

and then pushed the British line: “Why isn’t China being held responsible 

for this? The World was set ablaze with the horrible China Virus, and 

nothing happens. How long will this Virus be allowed to bring death and 

chaos to so many, with no repercussions or reparations?” 

China Counters Anglo-American ‘Ganging Up’ against Beijing with 
Empty Hacking Allegations 

July 20 (EIRNS)—China has forcefully countered accusations that it is 

engaged in a global hacking campaign, in response to U.S. and U.K. 

government statements on July 19 alleging that hackers affiliated with 

China’s Ministry of State Security were involved in the cyberattacks on the 

Microsoft Exchange email software in March. 

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian responded to a 

question from Reuters today: “The U.S. ganged up with its allies to make 

groundless accusations out of thin air against China on the cyber security 

issue. ... China firmly opposes and combats all forms of cyber attacks. It 

will never encourage, support or condone cyber attacks. This position has 

been consistent and clear. Given the virtual nature of cyberspace and the 

fact that there are all kinds of online actors who are difficult to trace, it’s 

important to have enough evidence when investigating and identifying 

cyber-related incidents. It requires extra prudence when linking cyber 

attacks with the government of any country. The so-called technical details 

released by the U.S. side do not constitute a complete chain of evidence. 

“In fact, the U.S. is the world's largest source of cyber attacks. 

According to a report of 360, a Chinese cyber security firm ... showed that 

APT-C-39, a cyber attack organization of the U.S. Central Intelligence 

Agency, has carried out cyber infiltration and attacks on China for 11 years 
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in key areas such as aerospace, science and research institutions, oil 

industry, large Internet companies and government agencies,” he said.  

He went on to cite U.S. using Danish intelligence to spy on its NATO 

and other allies “while making a fuss about ‘China's cyber attacks’ based 

on hearsay evidence. 

“The cyber attack is a common threat faced by all. We always hold that 

countries should safeguard cyber security through dialogue and cooperation 

on the basis of mutual respect, mutual trust and mutual benefit. ... China 

once again strongly demands that the U.S. and its allies stop cyber theft and 

attacks targeting China, stop slinging mud at China on this issue, and 

revoke the so-called indictment.”  

COVID AND FAMINE 

Cuba Receiving Financial and Medical Aid Offers from 51 Countries, 
as Syringes Also Start To Flow In 

July 20 (EIRNS)—According to the daily Granma, the Cuban government 

has reported that it has received a total of 543 offers of financial, medical 

and other assistance from 51 countries to assist it in combatting the COVID 

pandemic. Offers have come from Russia, China, several African and 

Southwest Asia nations, Canada, the European Union, and Central and 

South America. Several UN agencies are also involved. The Biden 

administration announced today that it intends to send humanitarian aid, but 

no details as to what that will include. Meanwhile, the Cuban government 

is setting up special bank accounts and other vehicles through which 

donations can be sent. 

Moreover the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States 

(CELAC), of which Mexico is the President Pro Tempore, will be sending 

100,000 syringes to Cuba, urgently needed, because the economic embargo 

and sanctions have made it impossible for Havana to obtain them, in order 

to vaccinate its population with the COVID vaccines it has developed. In 

addition, Cuban citizens resident in the Dominican Republican are also a 

fundraising campaign called “One Million Syringes for Cuba.” A couple of 
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months ago, Cuba had reported it needed 30 million syringes, to which 

charitable and Cuban support groups internationally responded, purchasing 

and sending syringes to the island. But recently, the government said it still 

needs 20 million, and international efforts are continuing to obtain them. 

NEW WORLD ECONOMIC ORDER 

U.S. Signs Declarations with Central Asian States on Connectivity 
and Afghanistan 

July 20 (EIRNS)—To review what is publicly known about the 

participation of the U.S. delegation at the “International Conference on 

Central and South Asia Regional Connectivity, Challenges and 

Opportunities,” in Tashkent, Uzbekistan on July 15-16: The Biden team 

signed two declarations with the Central Asia republics in support of 

connectivity and integrating Afghanistan into Central Asian transportation 

networks. One communiqué was with the so-called “C5+1,” which includes 

the United States and the five Central Asian republics of Uzbekistan, 

Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan—all except 

Turkmenistan are members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO). Another declaration was signed among the U.S., Pakistan, 

Uzbekistan, and Afghanistan. 

According to White House briefing July 17, the U.S. delegation was led 

by the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counter-

Terrorism Dr. Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall, and included other 

representatives from National Security Council, the Defense Department, 

and State Department and Special Representative for Afghanistan 

Reconciliation Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, and the U.S. Ambassador to 

Uzbekistan Daniel Rosenblum. 

In her address to the conference, Sherwood-Randall spoke of the “30 

years of partnership between the United States and the countries of Central 

Asia, as well as the U.S. government’s commitment to realizing the 

region’s potential as a transit, trade, and energy hub.” She “emphasized the 

importance of infrastructure development that safeguards the environment 

https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-of-the-c51-on-the-international-conference-central-and-south-asia-regional-connectivity-challenges-and-opportunities/
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and meets the highest international standards, consistent with the aims of 

the new G7-led Build Back Better World initiative.” 

On the sidelines of the conference she participated in a roundtable 

meeting of the C5+1 diplomatic platform for Central Asia, after they issued 

a declaration “seeking opportunities to strengthen connectivity between the 

Central and South Asian regions via trade, transport, and energy link” and 

that “terrorists and third-party forces must never be allowed to use Afghan 

territory to threaten or attack the C5+1 countries or any other country.” 

At the SCO Contact Group on Afghanistan meeting held on July 13-14, 

which included the five Central Asian republics, Chinese Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi pressed the group to “weigh in” on the United States joining the 

reconstruction of Afghanistan, and not shirking its responsibility for the 

current situation. He stressed that the U.S. should honor recent statements 

in which the readiness to help Afghanistan maintain stability and conduct a 

peaceful reconstruction was expressed. (Wang and Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergey Lavrov also attended the connectivity conference.) 

The second communiqué was an agreement-in-principle that Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, and the U.S. form a new diplomatic platform 

“focused on enhancing regional connectivity,” in which “the parties intend 

to cooperate to expand trade, build transit links, and strengthen business-to-

business ties.” The parties also “consider long-term peace and stability in 

Afghanistan critical to regional connectivity and agree that peace and 

regional connectivity are mutually reinforcing.” They agreed to meet in the 

coming months to determine the modalities of this cooperation with mutual 

consensus. 

Lavrov: Developing Central Asia, Afghanistan Opens ‘New Vistas’ for 
Eurasian Continent, and U.S. Participation Needed 

July 20 (EIRNS)—Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov captured the 

potential world-transforming change which can be brought about if the 

nations of the world join in developing Afghanistan and the Central Asian 

nations, when he addressed the conference on “Central and South Asia: 

https://www.state.gov/announcing-the-u-s-afghanistan-uzbekistan-pakistan-quad-regional-support-for-afghanistan-peace-process-and-post-settlement/
https://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/4814877
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Regional Connectivity, Challenges and Opportunities” in Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan on July 16. 

“The representative nature of this event is vivid proof of the increasing 

demand for a unification agenda in Eurasia and the rest of the world,” he 

began, in thanking Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev for organizing the 

conference. He situated the building of connectivity between Central and 

South Asia within the greater project of developing the giant continent of 

Eurasia as one “seamless, united logistical” economic hub of transportation, 

trade, power, development. 

“Russia has been consistently in favor of forming the Greater Eurasian 

Partnership, a congregative integration contour in the entire space from the 

Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific, one that is maximally free for the movement 

of goods, capital, the workforce and services, and open, without exception, 

to all the countries of our common continent, Eurasia, and the integration 

unions created there, including the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), and the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations,” all organizations which have displayed an 

interest in this initiative, Lavrov explained. 

“Implementing this long-term project will make it possible not only to 

accelerate the economic development of all participants but also to create a 

reliable material foundation of common security, stability and prosperity.” 

He cited, in particular, the efforts which seek to integrate the EAEU 

plans and the Belt and Road project and “the North-South International 

Transport Corridor linking Europe, and the South Caucasus and Central 

Asia with the Indian Ocean coast, as well as to the Europe-West China 

transcontinental transport route.” 

“In this broad context, higher connectivity between Central and South 

Asia is opening new vistas for the development of trade, economic and 

investment processes on the Eurasian continent....” 

This will not happen without a comprehensive settlement of the 

Afghanistan conflict, he argued; “only direct and inclusive intra-Afghan 
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talks with the support of international partners can lead to a lasting peace.” 

Lavrov named three “tried and tested mechanisms” as key to mobilizing 

that support: the Shanghai Cooperation Organization-Afghanistan Contact 

Group, and the two known as the “Moscow format” and the “extended 

Troika,” the latter formed by the U.S., Russia, China, and Pakistan working 

together. 

When a reporter at Lavrov’s discussion with the press in Tashkent asked 

him if he thought the U.S. had deliberately carried out its withdrawal in 

such a way as to cause trouble in Russia’s “area of geopolitical interests,” 

Lavrov refused to take the bait. “I do not believe in conspiracy theories. I 

heard that perhaps this hasty withdrawal was in pursuit of some kind of 

geopolitical goals. We should not speculate about it.”  

Russia is “not interested in chaos” in Afghanistan, and “we will 

continue working with the Americans in the extended Troika format, as 

well as with all other countries that can influence the situation in 

Afghanistan,” he answered. 

GREEN NEW DEAL 

Green Cartels’ U.S. ‘Wind Corridor’ Is Also Top ‘Food Corridor’—
They Plan for You To Starve in the Dark 

July 20 (EIRNS)—The “wind corridor” in the Central U.S.—Dakotas south 

through Texas—created by the green rip-off interruptibles cartel, is also the 

“food corridor” for the entire United States, as well as for a large part of the 

world. The two states in the center of the wind corridor, Iowa and Kansas, 

head the nation with the highest share of their electricity coming from wind 

and solar: Iowa, 49% and Kansas, 43%, in addition to which, there are still 

more “renewables” projects underway here, and more shutdowns of coal 

and nuclear. 

Spokespersons against the killer green energy subversion from the 

Central States will participate in the July 24 Schiller Institute conference, 

“There Is No Climate ‘Emergency’—Apply Science and Development to 

End Blackouts and Death.” 

https://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/4815366
https://schillerinstitute.nationbuilder.com/20210724-conference
https://schillerinstitute.nationbuilder.com/20210724-conference
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Blackouts in farming are a disaster. Water pumps stop. Irrigation stops. 

Grain drying stops. Grain augers for moving grain stop. Livestock heating, 

cooling, and watering stop. Manure removal stops. Electrified repair 

machinery stops. Food processing stops. Frozen storage stops. Milk goes 

bad. Milking machinery stops. Transportation of inputs (fertilizers, 

chemicals, seeds) stops. Transportation to market and processing jams up 

for animals, grains, produce. 

Look at where Kansas and Iowa rank, with their combined population of 

6 million, in U.S. states’ food production: 

Wheat: Kansas is number 1, accounting for nearly 20%. 

Corn: Iowa is number 1. 

Soybeans: Iowa ranks either number 1 or 2, alternating with Illinois. 

Hogs: Iowa is number 1, accounting for nearly one-third. 

Cattle: Kansas ranks number 3; together with Iowa, the two states rank 

second after Texas. 

Eggs: Iowa is number 1. 

STRATEGIC WAR DANGER 

Russia To Hold Military Maneuvers with Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
Near Afghan Border 

July 20 (EIRNS)—Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan plan to hold major 

maneuvers at the beginning of August along the Afghan-Tajik border amid 

increasing concern over Taliban offensives against government troops in 

northern Afghanistan. The commander of Russia’s Central Military District 

Col.-Gen. Aleksandr Lapin, told reporters on July 19 that the drills will be 

held on Tajikistan’s Harb-Maidon military field on Aug. 5-10. “During the 

exercises, we will polish joint military efforts against illegal armed 

formations that intervene into the territory of an ally country,” Lapin said. 

In recent weeks there has been a continual increase of refugees from 

Afghanistan into Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, including police and 

https://eng.mil.ru/en/structure/okruga/centre/news/more.htm?id=12372819@egNews
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government troops, amid a Taliban offensive in the region. The militants 

have captured around one-third of Afghanistan’s 423 districts since the start 

of the international military withdrawal on May 1. 

U.S. May Consider Sanctioning Iran Oil Imports to China To Pressure 
Iran on Vienna Nuclear Talks 

July 20 (EIRNS)—The Biden Administration is developing options for 

jacking up the pressure on Iran to resume the nuclear talks in Vienna. One 

plan being drafted would choke off Iran’s swelling crude-oil sales to China, 

the country’s main client, through fresh sanctions targeting the shipping 

networks that help export an estimated 1 million barrels a day and bring 

critical revenue to Iran, unnamed administration officials told the Wall 

Street Journal yesterday. “There is not much left to sanction in Iran’s 

economy,” said one of the U.S. officials. “Iran’s oil sales to China is the 

prize.” No decision has been made on proceeding, the officials said. There 

are risks that the effort could backfire, driving Iran to accelerate its nuclear 

program. Other options are also being considered, the officials said. 

According to the Journal, Iran’s oil exports, mostly to China, have risen 

to 1.5 million barrels per day since Biden’s inauguration from a low during 

the Trump administration of about 500,000 barrels. That angers the 

Pompeo Republicans, who have said an apparent lack of enforcement and 

the prospect of repealing most sanctions are weakening Washington’s 

diplomatic leverage and emboldening Tehran. Biden administration 

officials bristle at the notion that they’re not enforcing the sanctions, citing 

recently announced prosecutions and black-listings of Iranians and their 

associates for alleged violations of oil-trade sanctions. 

U.K. To Keep Two Ships in Western Pacific 

July 20 (EIRNS)—British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace, on a visit to 

Tokyo following stops at the Pentagon and Hawaii over the last few days, 

announced today that, following the visit to Japan of the HMS Queen 

Elizabeth aircraft carrier strike group (CSG-21) in September, the Royal 

Navy will permanently deploy two offshore patrol vessels and a special 

forces “Littoral Response Group” to the region, “thereby demonstrating the 
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U.K.’s commitment to collective defense and security in the region in the 

decades ahead.” After announcing the ports in Japan that the strike group 

will visit, Wallace said that “the upcoming visit of the U.K.-led Carrier 

Strike Group to five ports across the country is a clear demonstration of our 

commitment to maintaining regional security and upholding the rules-based 

international order with Japan.” 

Prior to his arrival in Tokyo, Wallace met with U.S. Indo-Pacific 

Command commander Adm. John Aquilino at his headquarters in Pearl 

Harbor. According to a statement issued by the U.K. Ministry of Defense, 

they agreed that the Queen Elizabeth strike group will undertake a series of 

multinational exercises with global allies in the Philippine Sea this August. 

“Operating alongside Naval and Air Forces from the United States, 

Australia, France, Japan, New Zealand, and the Republic of Korea, the 

U.K. Carrier Strike Group will undertake a number of integration exercises 

designed to build interoperability between like-minded international 

partners in this globally significant region of the world,” the statement said. 

“The HMS Queen Elizabeth-led Strike Group will operate with a U.S. 

Carrier Strike Group, which combined, will be the largest concentration of 

F-35 jets anywhere in the world.” 

CSG-21 “embodies the Prime Minister’s vision for the U.K. as an 

outward facing, modern and responsible international actor who also takes 

its global defense and security responsibilities seriously and invests in them 

accordingly,” said Wallace. “As we witness a tilt in power towards the 

Indo-Pacific region, we are committed to working with our partners here to 

defend democratic values, tackle shared threats and keep our nations safe.” 

Imperial “Global Britain” pretensions at their wordy best. 

British GCHQ Takes Credit for Instigating Fraud That ‘Chinese 
Government Hacked Microsoft’  

July 20 (EIRNS)—“The U.K. has revealed that Chinese state-backed actors 

were responsible for gaining access to computer networks around the world 

via Microsoft Exchange Servers,” the U.K. National Cyber Security Center 

(NCSC) announced in a press statement yesterday. The aim of this alleged 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-allies-hold-chinese-state-responsible-for-a-pervasive-pattern-of-hacking
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“most significant and widespread cyber intrusion against the U.K. and 

allies uncovered to date,” the NCSC asserted, was “to enable large-scale 

espionage” by the Chinese state. 

The hacking of Microsoft’s business servers was detected last March. 

Then, yesterday, the great outcry became that China has been “proven” to 

have been behind the hacking. How timely. President Biden has been 

seeking a meeting with President Xi Jinping, and last week, a State 

Department spokesman named Afghanistan as one of the few areas where 

the U.S. and China can cooperate. 

U.K. Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab and U.S. Secretary of State Tony 

Blinken issued parallel statements, Blinken’s pontificating that China’s 

“pattern of irresponsible, disruptive, and destabilizing behavior in 

cyberspace ... poses a major threat to our economic and national security,” 

Raab’s promising the “Chinese government must end this systematic cyber 

sabotage and can expect to be held account if it does not.” 

And what is the NCSC? An agency of Great Britain’s Government 

Communications Headquarters (GCHQ) intelligence and cyber agency,  

notorious for, amongst other things, its leading role in the “Russiagate” 

operation against U.S. President Donald Trump which sank his efforts to 

establish a working relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

NCSC has now announced that it has “assessed that it was highly likely 

that a group known as HAFNIUM, which is associated with the Chinese 

state, was responsible for the activity” of “gaining access to computer 

networks around the world via Microsoft Exchange servers.” Furthermore, 

that “the U.K. is also attributing the Chinese Ministry of State Security as 

being behind activity known in open source as ‘APT40’ and ‘APT31.’  

Activity relating to APT40 included the targeting maritime industries and 

naval defense contractors in the U.S. and Europe, and for APT31 the 

targeting of government entities, including the Finnish parliament in 2020.”  

The small print of a chart accompanying the NCSC statement admits 

that it has no proof for any of its three key points: 
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The NCSC is only “almost certain” that the Microsoft Exchange hack 

was carried out by the HAFNIUM; it is only “highly likely” that 

HAFNIUM is associated with the Chinese state; and likewise only “highly 

likely” that the attack “enabled large-scale espionage” [emphasis added]. 

(As for the APT31 group charged with targeting Finland, the NCSC is also 

“almost certain” that those hackers are affiliated to the Chinese state, and it 

isn’t even “highly likely,” only “likely,” that it works for China’s Ministry 

of State Security.) 

A hue and cry has arisen as to why the U.S. did not impose sanctions on 

China for its “almost certain” hacking. Yesterday, Biden defended that 

decision on the grounds that “it is my understanding that the Chinese 

government, not unlike the Russian government, is not doing this 

themselves, but are protecting those who are doing it and maybe even 

accommodating them being able to do it.” 

COLLAPSING WESTERN FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

Flash Floods in Germany Caused Billions of Euros in Damage as 
Alarm System Failed 

July 20 (EIRNS)—The mid-July flash flood that swept parts of Germany, 

which caused the deaths of at least 160 Germans, and caused billions of 

euros in damage, as well as in Belgium and Holland which also suffered 

some flooding. The Süddeutsche Zeitung reports that the German Federal 

government expects that the damage to the German railway system and 

roads will top €2 billion, €1.3 billion of that for the railways alone. 

The task force of the Federal Ministry of Transport, the Federal highway 

company, met on July 19 to determine the extent of the damage and begin 

the reconstruction of destroyed bridges, tracks, roads, and cell phone 

towers. Bavarian Minister-President Markus Söder announced that his state 

will make €50 million available for flash flood victims in addition to the 

Federal government’s €300 million. Even more massive damage occurred 

in the states of North Rhine-Westphalia and the Rhineland-Palatinate, but 

the amount of emergency aid has not been reported. 
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The flash flood exposed that the digitized flood warning system, which 

only announces an impending potential threat through a cell phone app, 

was an abject failure. There are now demands for a return to the very 

effective analogue system of “good old sirens.” The German Fire Brigade 

Association President Karl-Heinz Banse told the Bayerischer Rundfunk 

radio network that it makes more sense “if the siren systems are rebuilt 

across the board” and people are properly trained in their meaning.  

“The digital alarm does not work if there is no sound,” remarked the 

Executive Director of the Rhineland-Palatinate County Council Burkhard 

Müller. “We have to establish new siren signals.” The established signals, 

for example for air raid alarms or an ABC weapons attacks are no longer up 

to date. He pointed out that the breakdowns on September 10, 2020, when 

Germany authorities had arranged a nationwide “Warning Day” to test the 

civil alarm systems had shown that the Federal government had to provide 

more financing for siren systems. “We absolutely have to accelerate this 

now and bring it up to a high technical standard,” he argued. 

Another fear raised is that rescue efforts could spark a rise in of 

COVID-19 cases in the area. “Many people are coming together in a tight 

space to deal with this crisis. We must be careful that managing this 

disaster does not become a super-spreader event,” said David Freichel of 

the Rhineland-Palatinate state’s coronavirus communications staff told 

media. The State Health Ministry is preparing a special vaccination 

campaign in the disaster areas in consultation with local authorities. 


