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EDITORIAL

Achieving Victory on the Battlefield of Immortality
Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—“The awful Shadow of the unseen power of universal
history, floats, though unseen, among us.”

The assassin walked up, took aim and pulled the trigger. Nothing. He
pulled the trigger again. Nothing. The former President, now Vice-
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President, was unhurt. “I have stared into the face of Death, and Death has
turned his face away from mine.” Had a miracle occurred?

The shocked nation for a moment stood still. Did the people sleep
through the night, or did the nation dream of what it might be, once again?
Did it remember itself throughout the night? The next day, people gathered
all over Argentina by the tens of thousands. A million gathered in Buenos
Aires. The talk was of unity against the madness of political violence.
Something more than the life of the Vice-President, so surely about to be
lost only hours earlier, had not only been saved; a nation’s optimism had
suddenly, “in a twinkling of an eye,” been re-born.

There had been a time, only seven years earlier, when then-President
Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner had declared, to “All of us, Argentine
workers, who are now celebrating together with our fellow countrymen and
countrywomen this historical landmark ... the full incorporation into the
Argentine Energy System of the Third Argentine Nuclear Power Plant ... |
want to say that all the work for this nuclear plant was done by Argentine
people, Argentine brains, Argentine labor, because, you know something?
We, the Argentine people, have begun once again to go down a path that
we had abandoned....” She then recalled her deceased husband, Nestor
Kirchner, also the President of Argentina from 2003-2007. Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner had succeeded him to govern the nation for eight
years. “Today, we are reclaiming that role by fully opening this plant but,
mainly, as a result of the decision made by President Nestor Kirchner in
2004, when he launched the Argentine Nuclear Program, which ensured the
continuation of this plant, Atucha Il....”

The moment of human optimism alive in Argentina today, is also alive,
if dormant, not only elsewhere, but everywhere. China has it. Russia has it.
India has it. All those that other nations view as adversaries, have it, as do
they. The Argentine case forcefully proves, moreover, that optimism
abides, as a potential, in even the most lethal and tragic of immediate
futures, such as our own. Optimism is universal. This, as an actualized
potential, can be the future of the world tomorrow, but only if a Gideon’s
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army of philosophers, “lovers of wisdom,” deploys into this moment with
the greatest energy to mobilize the better angels of the nature of the human
race. This means a return to technological optimism, and the creation of a
world economic platform deploying James Webb Telescope-caliber
technologies, such as laser machine-tools, into the workplaces of the United
States, China, Russia, India, and South Africa, among other nations. That
has been the task and purpose of the Schiller Institute conferences on
creating a New World Security and Development Architecture, including
the upcoming conference of Saturday, September 10, and Sunday,
September 11.

This Gideon’s army’s military manuals were written by poets—Dante,
and Shakespeare, and Schiller, and Tagore. Imagination is the weapon of
choice for this army, to inspire others to inspire humanity as a whole, that
we may not only survive this, the greatest crisis in all world history, but
prosper as we resolve it. This new army of thinkers must, to win its own
impending Battle of Marathon with today’s “Great Reset” modern-day
Persian host, use methods opposite to those of the dying Anglosphere—
famine, war, pandemics, and the pestilence of usury, the pestilence of
cultural pessimism. The presentation, “Gandhi’s Vision for a New
Paradigm in International Relations, a World Health System, and Direct
Non-Violent Action in Times of Social Breakdown,” composed by Helga
Zepp-LaRouche, and Lyndon LaRouche’s Four Laws are excellent short
presentations of that alternate method of warfare employed by the Schiller
Institute’s proposed Gideon’s army.

Lyndon LaRouche once said, in his 1983 “The Implications of Beam-
Weapon Technology for the Military Doctrine of Argentina”: “It is a poor
army which limits its qualifications to mastery of battle tactics. That
qualification is indispensable, but deep mastery of philosophy pertaining to
warfare is of even greater importance. The necessary philosophy of warfare
is necessary for all soldiers; it must be developed to a cutting edge in the
officer corps, and above all, prized the more greatly the greater the officer’s
responsibility of command. Since the word ‘philosophy’ is usually greatly
misinterpreted in these times, let us speak, instead, of wisdom....


https://larouchepub.com/hzl/2020/4748-gandhis_new_paradigm-hzl.html
https://larouchepub.com/hzl/2020/4748-gandhis_new_paradigm-hzl.html
https://larouchepub.com/hzl/2020/4748-gandhis_new_paradigm-hzl.html
https://larouchepub.com/lar/2014/4124four_laws.html
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“It is essential, in such connections, to examine the content of wisdom
on two levels; firstly, a sense of the enduring benefit of an individual’s life,
as a practical benefit to mankind, to one society; secondly, the moral
significance of the practical benefit.... The first, the practical side of the
matter, is necessarily best examined from the vantage point of economic
science, the vantage point of Gottfried Leibniz’s, original establishment of
economic science, and the elaboration of that science in the form of both
the American system of political economy and the governing principles of
all of the work of the French military command and Ecole Polytechnique
upon the leadership of Lazare Carnot.” LaRouche proposed that the
American intelligence services should be organized to reflect this view, and
abandon the unprincipled deployment of assassin teams, such as Barack
Obama’s weekly drone kill lists, or the multiple layers of anti-
Constitutional corruption exemplified by “Vice” President Dick Cheney.

The fact that the assassin in Argentina wore a tattoo at his elbow of the
Azov Battalion insignia demonstrates the global significance of our battle
to shut down the Ukrainian Center for Countering Disinformation and other
“blacklisting” operations, as well as their sponsors in NATO, the United
States State Department, and British intelligence, the latter an extension of
the City of London and its Wall Street appendage. This next ten-day period,
beginning with the September 7 press conference convened by Executive
Intelligence Review which has just released the investigative report
“Ukraine’s ‘Information Terrorist” Blacklist: ‘Global NATO’ Issues Hit
Order Against Advocates of Peace,” followed by the September 8 all-day
celebration of the centennial of the birth of Lyndon LaRouche, and the
September 10/11 conference, will allow us to take a major step forward in
the civilizational battle.

» Watch Harley’s Updates with Harley Schlanger on Monday
September 5, 2022: Every weekday morning on The LaRouche
Organization, Schlanger will give you the strategic briefing you need to
start your day.



https://laroucheorganization.com/HarleySchlangerReport
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STRATEGIC WAR DANGER

Russian Official Says Ukrainian Commandos Were Trained by MI6

Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—VIadimir Rogov, from the main council of the
Zaporizhzhia Region’s military-civilian administration, charged this
morning that the Ukrainian special forces deployed for the Sept. 1 early
morning assault on the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant were trained by
the British foreign intelligence agency MI6. “Not only did [they] study
English ... but underwent special training under the guidance of the British
Secret Intelligence Service, the MI6. After that they returned to Ukraine ...
through Warsaw, ending up in Odessa and from there, by the end of
August, [they] arrived in the Dnepropetrovsk region, on the right bank of
the Dnepr River, where they got ready and moved out to execute the
criminal orders given to them,” he said, reported TASS.

On the morning of Sept. 1, the Russian Defense Ministry reported that
Ukrainian troops attempted to disembark at 07:00 at the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant. The landing was thwarted by Russia’s Armed Forces,
which sank two self-propelled barges carrying saboteurs from Nikopol. The
Ministry further reported that, at 06:20, the Kiev regime carried out a
landing by two Ukrainian sabotage groups of some 60 people on seven
speedboats on the coast of the Kakhovka reservoir, 3 km northeast of the
ZNPP. Russian National Guard and Armed Forces blocked those saboteurs.

NATQO’s CCD Escalates Drive To Target Opponents of War as

‘Infoterrorists’
Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—On Sept. 1 and 2, representatives of NATO, the U.S.
State Department and other European nations gathered again in Kiev under
the auspices of the Ukraine presidency’s National Security and Defense
Council (NSDC) and its now-notorious Center for Countering
Disinformation (CCD), to accelerate their plans to impose dictatorial
thought-control over the globe, in the name of fighting “Russian
disinformation.” This is precisely the operation which EIR has demanded
be shut down in its just-released dossier, titled “Kiev’s “Info Terrorist” List:
‘Global NATQO’ Orders a Hit on Advocates of Peace.”



https://larouchepub.com/other/2022/4934-global_nato_orders_a_hit_on_ad.html
https://larouchepub.com/other/2022/4934-global_nato_orders_a_hit_on_ad.html
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The occasion was an international roundtable on “Combatting
Disinformation in the Conditions of Military Operations.” The CCD reports
ambassadors and representatives of 24 countries took part, and named 18 of
the participants. Among the names released were those of two “senior
experts” from NATO’s Strategic Communications Center, and diplomats
and “experts” from the U.S., France, Germany, Sweden, Poland and
Canada, as well as the Baltic nations.

Oleksiy Danilov, Secretary of the National Security and Defense
Council, and CCD acting head Andriy Shapovalov hosted. Shapovalov set
the terms for debate: “Today, our goal is to form an international hub for
countering information threats at the national and international level,” he
announced. He insisted that international law must recognize
“infoterrorism” as a crime, and anyone committing such a crime be
declared an “information terrorist” and subjected to measures such as are
applied to actual terrorists. “Only in this way will we be able to effectively
protect Ukrainians and citizens of partner states from information crimes, in
particular, information terrorism,” Shapovalov pronounced, according to
the summary reports published by the CCD and the NSDC.

Danilov called the “information front” as important in winning war as
fighting on the battlefield. He stated outright that the CCD had been created
in preparation for the war they were planning. “We understood in advance
that there would be a war; that’s why in March 2021, the Center for
Countering Disinformation was created by Presidential Decree,” he said. (A
few days earlier, Danilov had reported that Ukraine—and thus its NATO
backers—began preparing for war in December 2019.)

The CCD asserted that everyone present agreed, reporting in its release
that “the parties emphasized that information terrorism is actually as real as
ordinary terrorism and has no less consequences.”

The NSDC reported briefly on what only a few of foreign speakers had
said, but that did include remarks by U.S. Embassy Public Relations officer
Robert Post who appears gung-ho on the project. “The G7 countries, in


https://cpd.gov.ua/events/1-ta-2-veresnya-2022-roku-vidbuvsya-mizhnarodnyj-kruglyj-stil-protydiya-dezinformacziyi-v-umovah-voyennyh-dij/
https://cpd.gov.ua/events/1-ta-2-veresnya-2022-roku-vidbuvsya-mizhnarodnyj-kruglyj-stil-protydiya-dezinformacziyi-v-umovah-voyennyh-dij/
https://www.rnbo.gov.ua/ua/Diialnist/5710.html
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particular, the U.S.A., together with the Ukrainian authorities, are actively
fighting against Russian propaganda and disinformation,” he stressed.

Canadian Embassy First Secretary Molly Graham described Ottawa’s
attempts to control the press, by “ ‘focusing a lot of effort” on conducting
training for journalists on countering disinformation,” because
“democratic” countries understand that “propaganda and disinformation”
threaten “freedom of thought.”

The head of operations of Sweden’s new Psychological Protection
Agency Mikael Tofvesson, was all in, waxing equally Orwellian in his
enthusiasm over how “our struggle is aimed at building a free democratic
society where there is no place for propaganda and misinformation, but
only freedom of speech and pluralism of opinion.”

Various foreign speakers held up Ukraine—where the CCD, among
other agencies, is charged with issuing “blacklists” and “hit lists” against
any dissidents from the official line—as a model “to the whole world of an
effective countermeasure against disinformation.”

NSDC included a release on the remarks of CCD head Andriy
Shapovalov, whose name first gained currency when he announced the
release on July 14 of CCD’s hit list.

Jacques Baud’s Operation Z Describes How West’s Misinformation

Makes War Worse—for Ukraine
Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—The Swiss military expert Jacques Baud has just written
a new book, Operation Z, out in French on Aug. 30. In a lengthy interview
with The Postil Magazine, posted Sept. 1, Baud explains that his book isn’t
so much about the Russian special military operation in Ukraine as it is
about the West’s information war against its own populations. “The aim of
this book is to show how the misinformation propagated by our media has
contributed to push Ukraine in the wrong direction,” Baud stated. “l wrote
it under the motto ‘from the way we understand crises derives the way we
solve them.” By hiding many aspects of this conflict, the Western media
have presented us with a caricatural and artificial image of the situation,



https://www.rnbo.gov.ua/ua/Diialnist/5708.html
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which has resulted in the polarization of minds. This has led to a
widespread mindset that makes any attempt to negotiate virtually
impossible.”

He continues: “The one-sided and biased representation provided by
mainstream media is not intended to help us solve the problem, but to
promote hatred of Russia. Thus, the exclusion of disabled athletes, cats,
even Russian trees from competitions, the dismissal of conductors, the de-
platforming of Russian artists, such as Dostoevsky, or even the renaming of
paintings aims at excluding the Russian population from society! In France,
bank accounts of individuals with Russian-sounding names were even
blocked. Social networks Facebook and Twitter have systematically
blocked the disclosure of Ukrainian crimes under the pretext of ‘hate
speech’ but allow the call for violence against Russians.

“None of these actions had any effect on the conflict, except to stimulate
hatred and violence against the Russians in our countries,” Baud argues.
“This manipulation is so bad that we would rather see Ukrainians die than
to seek a diplomatic solution. As Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham recently
said, it is a matter of letting the Ukrainians fight to the last man.”

Baud says that in the course of writing his book, he found that not a
single French-language news outlet abided by journalistic standards of
quality and ethics set out in the Munich Charter of 1971, “as far as Russia
and China are concerned. In fact, they shamelessly support an immoral
policy towards Ukraine, described by Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador,
President of Mexico, as ‘We provide the weapons, you provide the
corpses!” ”

Moving on to the military realities, the interviewer asked Baud if
assertions in the West that the war has proven that the Russian army is
feeble and that its equipment is useless were true. “No,” Baud flatly replied.
“After more than six months of war, it can be said that the Russian army is
effective and efficient, and that the quality of its command and control far
exceeds what we see in the West. But our perception is influenced by a
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reporting that is focused on the Ukrainian side, and by distortions of
reality.”

IAEA Chief Reports on Tour of Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Plant

Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—Rafael Grossi, director general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), told reporters yesterday, after returning to
Ukrainian government controlled territory, that the physical integrity of the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant had been violated several times and he
was worried by the situation there. “[T]his is something that cannot
continue to happen,” he said, reported Reuters. He said his experts would
stay at the facility and he would continue to worry until the situation had
stabilized.

Grossi said he had been able to tour the entire site, seeing key areas such
as the emergency systems and control rooms. His team would now need to
do a lot of work to finish its analysis of technical aspects. “We are not
going anywhere. The IAEA is now there, it is at the plant and it is not
moving—it’s going to stay there,” he said. Those experts, he added, would
provide what he called an impartial, neutral, technically sound assessment
of what was happening on the ground.

Grossi told journalists that the IAEA experts conducted an initial
assessment, managed to inspect “quite a lot,” and were planning to continue
working at the plant, reported TASS. The residents of Enerhodar, with
whom Grossi spoke before leaving the plant, handed him a petition with
over 20,000 signatures calling for Ukraine to stop provocations against the
plant.

According to the Russians, Ukrainian forces continued shelling the area
near the plant even after the IAEA team arrived. “Yesterday, when the
IAEA inspectors were staying with a working visit on the premises of the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, Ukrainian forces conducted a strike on a
thermal power plant and two strikes on a ferry service located on its
premises.... Later on Friday [Sept. 2], after the IAEA inspection had
departed ... the city was shelled three times,” said the head of the military-
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civilian administration of Zaporizhzhia Alexander Volga said, according to
TASS in a separate report. “At present, it is quite calm in the city.”

COLLAPSING WESTERN SYSTEM

Assassination Attempt vs Against Argentine Vice President Was Not

Domestic, International Neo-Nazi Pattern Emerges
Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—AnN attempted assassination last night of Argentine Vice
President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner on the street in front of the
apartment building where she lives in the capital of Buenos Aires left the
nation in shock. Today, however, it led to unprecedented mass
demonstrations of support in the capital—reportedly 1 million people—and
in cities around the country. The attempted assassination failed because the
would-be assassin, the 35-year-old Fernando Sabag Montiel, born in Brazil
but a naturalized Argentine, fired two shots at Fernandez’s face at point-
blank range, but his 32 caliber Bersa pistol didn’t fire; she would have been
killed instantly had it not done so.

President Alberto Fernandez gave a nationally-televised speech last
night, declaring that the attack on the Vice President was the worst incident
to occur in the country since the return of democracy in 1983, an event of
“extreme institutional gravity.” There would be no business as usual on
Friday, he announced, and the country would effectively shut down so that
people could go out on the streets to show their support “in peace and
harmony.” The country is now operating in emergency mode.

The temptation for Argentines, and foreign observers alike, is to
attribute this event to internal politics. That would be a tragic mistake. Yes,
the domestic situation is very volatile. Fernandez de Kirchner, a two-time
President and tough political leader in her own right, has been in the center
of political debate in the past two weeks, after a sleazy prosecutor called for
her to be jailed for 12 years and banned from politics for life on trumped-up
corruption charges. The mass media and the Buenos Aires city government,
run by the right-wing political opposition, have deliberately fed an
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environment of hostility directed at the Vice President, while her supporters
rallied in her defense around the country. Polarization is intense.

There is nothing internal about this case, however. The pattern that is
emerging from initial investigations is the same one seen in the mass
shooting in Buffalo, New York in May of this year, or in the massacre at a
Christchurch, New Zealand mosque in March of 2019, in which the
perpetrators were neo-Nazi admirers of Ukraine’s Azov Battalion.

The intermittently employed, lumpenized Sabag Montiel was tattooed
with the symbols of the Nazi Azov Battalion, the Black Sun (Sonnenrad),
the Azov swastika as well as the German Iron Cross. His Facebook page
revealed that he admired several neo-Nazi and occult groups, and former
friends described him as someone who displayed erratic, irrational
behavior, was a fanatic admirer of “death metal” music, was violent, but
had also been a victim of bullying and was “often marginalized.” A police
raid of his apartment discovered a cache of 100 bullets for his Bersa pistol.
He had previously been arrested for illegal possession of a weapon.

Messages of support for Fernandez de Kirchner have been pouring into
the country from around Ibero-America and the Caribbean and the world,
from current and former heads of state, political leaders, legislators and
others. Joe Biden and Secretary of State Tony Blinken sent personal
messages, as did UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and Pope Francis
who spoke with the Vice President by phone.

Boris Johnson Orders Italy, You Can Change Your Government but

Not Our Policy for Your Government
Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—*“In the coming weeks both Mario Draghi and | will be
leaving office. But | am confident that our successors will understand what
IS at stake in Ukraine,” said lame duck British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said in an interview with the daily La Repubblica. BoJo continued,
“Because the core values that underpin our peace and security are under
threat. We must continue to defend them. At any cost.”
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Translated into immediate policy orders: Keep fighting NATO’s war
against Russia to the last Ukrainian.

Italy has made a tragic experience of what it means to defend British
“core values at any cost” over the past 70 years, from the 1962
assassination of ENI industrialist Enrico Mattei, to 1978 kidnap/murder of
former Prime Minister Aldo Moro, to the “strategy of tension” (a term
created by the British), to the 1992 coup, decided upon at a meeting off the
coast of Italy aboard HM royal yacht Britannia, that inaugurated the past 30
years of Italy’s national destruction.

BANKERS’ ARITHMETIC

G7 and EU Throwing Europeans under the Bus

Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—Apparently, the G7 Finance Ministers believe that they
can impose not only financial conditionalities on other nations, but
“financial exceptionalities” as well. Bloomberg reports the G7 Finance
Ministers approved a plan to fix a price cap on Russian oil. Two officials,
quoted by the Financial Times, say that the price cap will be effective from
Dec. 5 for oil and from Feb. 5 for refined products. U.S. Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen said it is a powerful weapon to fight inflation.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov responded by saying that if a price
cap is implemented, Russia will simply sell its oil elsewhere.

EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen was excited by the G7
decision and said it is time for the EU to implement a similar price cap on
gas. An extraordinary meeting of EU Energy Ministers will debate this
proposal and another one to decouple electricity prices from gas prices on
Sept. 9.

Russian Security Council deputy chairman Dmitry Medvedev’s reaction
was: “There won’t be any Russian gas in Europe any more.”

While these surrealistic decisions from the G7 and EU are being taken,
Gazprom noted that an energy crisis for Europe is guaranteed for the
winter. Even if major European countries succeeded in filling gas stocks
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“close to the maximum level,” this “does not guarantee to go through the
autumn-winter season in a reliable way,” wrote Gazprom on its Telegram
channel. Germany consumed 57 billion cubic meters of gas from Oct. 1 to
March 31 of last year, a monthly consumption of 9.5 bcm. Current stock
levels, at 84% of capacity and 18.3 bcm, “are comparable to an average
consumption of two months in the winter season,” Gazprom warned.

Italian Economist Proves ‘Green Transition’ Aims To Save the Banks
Not the Planet
Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—Mario Giaccio, former dean of the Economics
Department at the Chieti-Pescara University and former editor of an
industry journal in commodity science, exposed the fraud of the so-called
green transition in an interview with the Italian daily La Verita on Sept. 1.
The interviewer was Franco Battaglia, professor of physical chemistry at
the Modena University.

Professor Giaccio exposes the malign EU policy that allocated €30
billion per year to “fight CO2,” subtracting those funds from financing for
agriculture. “In this [farming] sector our country will lose almost €400
million and the most punished region will be Apulia, with cuts up to €40
millions. All this, to reduce atmospheric CO2 by 16 parts per billion per
year.”

“Curiously, man-made financial chaos is presented as a natural event;
climate change, which is a natural event, is attributed to man,” Giaccio
says, citing warnings by French President Emmanuel Macron at a 2017.
The summit “demanded to redirect financial policy to energy transition,”
and proposed “New monetary emissions to fight climate disruptions.”

“At international level, the Green Economy represents an effort to bail
out the global financial system from a giant new financial bubble.” Giaccio
charged, “Not by chance the Institute of International Finance had
characterized the Green Economy as ‘the new gold’ in a Dec. 9, 2019
paper.” The green economy, however, is sustained by government
subsidies, without which it would fail: “To understand who runs climate
policy, follow the billions and the billionaires. In 2015, the Financial
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Stability Board of the Bank for International Settlements created the
‘climate task force’ to advise ‘financial investors and insurers on climate-
connected risks.” Members of the task force are the largest world banks,
insurance companies, investment funds, large oil, steel, mining, chemical
companies representing over $100 trillion capital at global level. The first
global index of high-level green bonds was promoted by Goldman Sachs
and is financed by the largest global banks and several other companies.
The overall amount of capital to be invested is over $600 billion. There is
also a European investment fund, Breakthrough Energy,” founded at
COP26 by Bill Gates, Ursula von der Leyen, and the European Investment
Bank President Werner Hoyer.

The UN 2030 Agenda adopted this policy and “a commitment of a
trillion dollars in investments and new wealth for global banks and
financial giants, which are the real powers, is demanded. The 2030 agenda
has one novelty: After the 1972 Club of Rome, a clear judgment on the
unsustainability of the current development model was relaunched, this
time not only on the environment level, but also on the economic and social
level. It is the update, in an oligarchical financial function, of the ideology
already contained in the ‘Our Common Future’ report of the Brundtland
Commission in 1987. When the most influential multinationals and the
largest institutional investors in the world get together to finance a so-called
Green Agenda, one should ask what is behind advertising campaigns that
aim at convincing common people to make inexplicable sacrifices to ‘save
our planet’—or to save ‘their planet’? That is why you cannot argue against
the climate issue, you cannot debate it because it is already deeply
embedded in the interests of Big Finance. The truth is that we are not
dealing with the trumpeted energy transition but with financial transactions.
The aim of climate ideology is not the well-being of the planet and its
inhabitants, it is the well-being of Big Finance.”
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PANDEMIC COVID

COVID Infections Set to Spike as Winter Approaches, ‘We Just Don’t

Know’ What Will Happen
Sept. 2 (EIRNS)—Health experts are expecting that, as temperatures cool
and more people congregate indoors, COVID cases will again increase in
the U.S. Although it is believed that mortality and general contagion will
likely be lower, due to the large number of Americans having either been
infected before or vaccinated, there is a danger of a new explosion of cases.
One reason is that the BA.5 variant is extremely contagious, and overtook
the previous BA.2 variant as the most prominent form of COVID earlier
this summer. BA.5 is so contagious that people are becoming infected again
only months after being sick, showing that it can evade prior immunities
much faster than other variants. And of course any time a virus has a high
mutation and contagion rate, the possibility for mutation to a new and
potentially more deadly form increases.

Michael Osterholm, PhD, director of Center for Infectious Disease
Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota, was quoted in a Sept. 1
report by CNBC that we’ve entered an unprecedented phase of the virus.
Previously, infections and deaths have come in waves, surging then
declining. But now, we’ve been in a three-month plateau of infections,
hospitalizations, and deaths, just as we head into the worst of the cold
season. “We’re seeing now more and more people are on their second and
third episodes of this,” Osterholm said. “What is the interaction between
increasing vaccination, natural infection and immunity related to infection?
We just don’t know,” he said. “Will we continue to see this kind of activity
maintained for some time? People will say it can’t go on endlessly, because
people will be infected and develop immunity. But what happens with
waning immunity?”” Osterholm asked.




