
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022 

 

Volume 9, Number 347 

EIR Daily Alert Service 

P.O. BOX 17390, WASHINGTON, DC 20041-0390 

• One Step Away From the Nuclear Annihilation of Mankind! 

• Putin Answers Yes, We Are Thinking of Adopting the U.S.’s First-

Strike Doctrine 

• U.S. Nuclear Deployment in Europe 

• On U.S. Nuclear Doctrine: A Preliminary Report 

• Vatican Secretary of State Reiterates Offer To Host Peace Talks 

• Initial Responses to Vatican Offer To Aid Ukraine-Russia Peace Talks 

• Paul Craig Roberts on Why, We Are on the Brink of Nuclear War 

• Ray McGovern Warns, ‘Putin Makes REAL Nuclear Threat; U.S. 

Yawns’ 

• U.S. To Announce Breakthrough in Fusion Power 

• China Rejects Geopolitics among West Asia Nations 

• Silicon Valley’s New Satanic Religion Is ‘Efficient Altruism’ 

• British Government Plans To Use Military To Bust Striking Workers 

• Germany Getting Prepared for Drastic Energy Rationing 

EDITORIAL 

One Step Away From the Nuclear Annihilation of Mankind! 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—The following statement by Helga Zepp-LaRouche 

endorsing the offer of Pope Francis to use the venue of the Vatican for 

negotiations between Russia and Ukraine for a diplomatic settlement of the 

war in Ukraine was released by the Schiller Institute today for international 
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circulation and is being translated into several languages for the widest 

possible circulation: 

One Step Away from the Nuclear Annihilation of Mankind! 

To all religions, elected officials, civic organizations, and people of 

good-will worldwide: 

The international Schiller Institute endorses the offer of Pope Francis to 

use the venue of the Vatican for negotiations between Russia and Ukraine 

for a diplomatic settlement of the war in Ukraine. The confrontation 

between the U.S., NATO, and Russia has escalated to the point where one 

more step, even an unintended mistake, one misreading by one side or the 

other, could trigger the launching of the entire nuclear arsenals of both 

sides, leading to a global nuclear war, followed by a nuclear winter of about 

ten years, which would mean that in all likelihood not one human being 

would survive. 

According to the U.S.-based Arms Control Association, citing senior 

U.S. officials: “Biden has decided not to follow through on his 2020 pledge 

to declare that the sole purpose of nuclear weapons is to deter a nuclear 

attack against the United States or its allies. Instead, he approved a version 

of a policy from the Obama administration that leaves open the option to 

use nuclear weapons not only in retaliation to a nuclear attack, but also to 

respond to non-nuclear threats.” 

In response to that change, Russian President Putin declared on 

December 9, in a press conference in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan that Russia will 

reconsider its nuclear doctrine to use nuclear weapons only if the existence 

of the Russian state is threatened, and may respond to the U.S. doctrine of 

preemptive strike by adopting the same policy of a preemptive strike. That 

means we are one step away from a thermonuclear catastrophe. 

We call on all people of good will to support the offer of Pope Francis, 

which has been reiterated by Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, to 

use the venue of the Vatican for the immediate beginning of peace 

negotiations, without any preconditions. 
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This is no longer an issue between Russia and Ukraine, and it never was. 

The Ukrainian people, like the Russian people, are victims and their 

suffering must stop immediately. This has become an issue of the entire 

human species, because if such a nuclear war happens, there will be no 

survivors. 

We call on you to join our request for a diplomatic solution. Also join 

our campaign to conduct choruses in the whole world to sing the canon for 

peace, “Dona Nobis Pacem.” May the voices for peace move the hearts and 

minds of those responsible. 

 

Helga Zepp-LaRouche Founder, Schiller Institute  

December 12, 2022  

Contact the Schiller Institute at PO Box 20244, Washington, D.C., 20041-

0244, or info@schillerinstitute.org  

Schiller Institute website: https://schillerinstitute.com  

 

• Watch Harley’s Updates with Harley Schlanger on Tuesday 

December 13, 2022: Every weekday morning on The LaRouche 

Organization, Schlanger will give you the strategic briefing you need to 

start your day.  

STRATEGIC SHOWDOWN 

Putin Answers Yes, We Are Thinking of Adopting the U.S.’s First-
Strike Doctrine 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—Russian President Vladimir Putin was asked in his Dec. 

9 press conference in Bishkek, following the Eurasian Economic Union 

summit, to explain what he meant when he said two days before, that “If 

Russia does not use nuclear weapons first, it won’t use them second, 

either.” As the reporter for Russia’s Channel One noted, that statement had 

“caused an uproar.” Putin’s dramatic reply to the question has yet to receive 

a serious policy response from Western leaders, or from Western media for 

https://schillerinstitute.com/
https://laroucheorganization.com/HarleySchlangerReport
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70061
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that matter. The best that U.S. Secretary of Defense Gen. Lloyd Austin 

could muster, was a flippant dismissal of Putin’s deadly serious discussion 

of the consequences of the U.S.’s own preemptive nuclear-strike policy and 

stepped-up military posture to carry out such a strategic strike, as merely 

“deeply irresponsible nuclear saber-rattling” by the Russians. 

The center of Putin’s carefully-delivered, long response (available in 

full on the Kremlin site) was this: 

“The United States has this theory of a preventive strike. This is the first 

point. Now the second point. They are developing a system for a disarming 

strike. What does that mean? It means striking at control centers with 

modern high-tech weapons to destroy the opponent’s ability to 

counterattack, and so on.... 

“There were plans to deliver a preventive disarming strike with 

hypersonic weapons. The United States does not have these weapons, but 

we do. Regarding a disarming strike, perhaps we should think about using 

the achievements of our U.S. partners and their ideas about how to ensure 

their own security. We are just thinking about this. No one was shy about 

discussing it out loud in the past. This is the first point. 

“The United States has a theory and even practice. They have the 

concept of a preventive strike in their strategy and other policy documents. 

We do not. Our Strategy talks about a retaliatory strike.... 

“After the early warning system receives a signal indicating a missile 

attack, hundreds of our missiles are launched and they cannot be stopped. 

But it is still a retaliatory strike. What does that mean? It means that enemy 

missile warheads will fall on the territory of the Russian Federation. This 

cannot be avoided. They will fall anyway. True, nothing will remain of the 

enemy, because it is impossible to intercept hundreds of missiles. And this 

is, without a doubt, a potent deterrent. 

“But if a potential adversary believes it is possible to use the preventive 

strike theory, while we do not, this still makes us think about the threat that 
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such ideas in the sphere of other countries’ defense pose to us. That is all I 

have to say about that.”  

U.S. Nuclear Deployment in Europe 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—During his Dec. 7 discussion with human rights experts 

in Moscow, Russian President Vladimir Putin referred to “large amounts of 

nuclear weapons” stationed in Europe by the U.S. He made the point that 

Russia does not have any nuclear weapons deployed outside of its own 

territory, while the U.S. does.  

According to the most recent available information published by Hans 

Kristensen, the director of the Federation of American Scientists’ Nuclear 

Information Project, the U.S. has an estimated 100 B61 nuclear gravity 

bombs located at the Kleine Brogel air base in Belgium, the Buchel air base 

in Germany, Aviano and Ghedi air bases in Italy, Volkel air base in the 

Netherlands and at Incirlik air base in Turkey. In addition, there are nuclear 

storage vaults at the Ramstein air base in Germany and RAF Lakenheath in 

the U.K., although no bombs are thought to be stored at those locations. 

The vaults at Lakenheath were recently added to the list of nuclear 

modernization projects and modernization projects are underway at four of 

the other six bases. 

The estimate of 100 bombs is based not on any official information but 

on analyses of publicly available information, such as satellite imagery. 

The B61-3/4 bombs currently stored in Europe are set to be replaced with 

the B61-12 version beginning in 2023. The main feature of the B61-12 is a 

GPS guidance kit that vastly improves the accuracy of the bomb. 

Steadfast Noon is NATO’s annual nuclear sharing training exercise, 

usually held in the fall, during which aircraft crews from non-nuclear 

Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and Italy train on how to deliver U.S.-

supplied nuclear bombs. Several other NATO members are also involved in 

Steadfast Noon exercises in a non-nuclear support role, most notably 

Poland. Nuclear use policies and decisions are made by NATO’s Nuclear 

Planning Group, which involves all NATO members except France, which 

has its own independent nuclear force.  

http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70046
https://fas.org/blogs/security/2022/10/steadfast-noon-exercise-and-nuclear-modernization/
https://fas.org/blogs/security/2022/10/steadfast-noon-exercise-and-nuclear-modernization/
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On U.S. Nuclear Doctrine: A Preliminary Report 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—The U.S. has never declared a policy of no first-use of 

nuclear weapons. Such a policy was explicitly rejected in the 2018 Nuclear 

Posture Review of the Trump Administration and does not appear in the 

2022 Nuclear Posture Review of the Biden Administration, even though 

President Joe Biden at one time promised that he would have that stated 

explicitly in U.S. nuclear doctrine. In fact, as MIT Prof. Ted Postol and 

others have shown over years, the U.S. strategic nuclear arsenal is actually 

configured as a first strike force to be used, among other ways, as part of 

the “integrated deterrence” policy promulgated by Secretary of Defense 

Lloyd Austin. The surfacing of the Ohio class ballistic missile submarine 

USS West Virginia in the Arabian Sea last October was taken in Moscow as 

a message that, indeed, the U.S. believes that it has the capability to target 

Russia’s nuclear potential in a first strike. 

Secondly, the U.S. policy of preventive war that Russian President 

Vladimir Putin has spoken about recently, originated with the G.W. Bush 

Administration in its 2002 National Security Strategy. The document called 

for a policy of “preemption” to “prevent” terrorist attacks. That policy was 

used as the basis for the U.S. attack on Iraq the following year, but since 

the justification for that war was all based on lies, that made the U.S. 

invasion not a war of preemption, but a war crime. 

Vatican Secretary of State Reiterates Offer To Host Peace Talks 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—On Monday, Dec. 12, Vatican Secretary of State 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin reiterated the Vatican’s offer to serve as the venue 

for peace talks between Ukraine and Russia, in remarks to reporters on the 

sidelines of an event in Rome. In response to a question from TASS, among 

other reporters, about the prospects for peace in Ukraine, Parolin said: “We 

believe that the Vatican could be the right terrain for this. We have tried to 

offer opportunities for everyone to meet and to maintain a balance in all of 

this. Did we succeed? Difficult to know, but I think the intention is to offer 

a space where the parties can meet and start a dialogue without 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022 

 

preconditions. When they meet, it will be a question of establishing a 

working methodology and giving content to this methodology.” 

His point of “without preconditions” is key, which has so far not been 

allowed by the Anglo-American powers and their EU partners. 

At the moment, Parolin said, the parties seem more interested in 

pursuing victory than peace. “A peace born of victory will cost an 

enormous price. I would not want what the ancient Romans said to come 

true: ‘Ubi desertum faciunt, ibi pace appellant’ (‘Where they make a 

desert, there they call for peace’). We want a peace where rights and justice 

flourish,” he said. 

Parolin then mentioned a recent speech by Pope Francis where, while 

asking for peace for Ukraine, he had to stop to hold back tears: “Many were 

struck by the deep emotion he experienced. Will he be able to break 

through? Let’s hope, sometimes tears can move even hardened hearts.” 

“We have to hope against all hope, even if for the moment I don’t see 

any positive glimmers,” he added. 

Initial Responses to Vatican Offer To Aid Ukraine-Russia Peace Talks 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—Following Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin’s 

restatement of the Vatican’s offer to host peace talks, Russian Foreign 

Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova responded sharply, writing on her 

Telegram channel that she and “the Chechen and Buryat brothers” are still 

waiting for “words of apology from the Vatican,” referring to the Pope’s 

Nov. 28 comments in which he called the Russian troops from Buryatia and 

Chechnya “the cruelest” soldiers fighting in Ukraine. Kremlin spokesman 

Peskov, however, had been very positive about the offer a few weeks ago. 

Ukraine has so far rejected all efforts by the Vatican to engage in such 

talks. Ukrainian Minister of Foreign Affairs Dmytro Kuleba told a small 

group of journalists on Dec. 9 that “the time for this broad mediation hasn’t 

come yet” and said the blame for that lies with the Russians. The meeting 

with the journalists, reported by Catholic News Agency, centered on 

Ukraine-Vatican relations and the Vatican’s peace initiative. Before that, 
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Kuleba had scolded Parolin on Dec. 2 that the Vatican should not be 

“neutral” in the conflict, and that they are sending “a completely wrong 

message.” 

Today, after Parolin’s comments, the chief of President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy’s office Andriy Yermak made a call to the Cardinal. Yermak 

wrote in a tweet afterwards that he had thanked Parolin for everything the 

Vatican is doing for Ukraine, but wrote that “Ukraine counts on the 

Vatican” to back President Zelenskyy’s “peace proposal,” when Cardinal 

Parolin’s formulation had expressly offered the Vatican as a forum for the 

two parties to discuss without conditions. 

Paul Craig Roberts on Why, We Are on the Brink of Nuclear War 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—That is the stark reality the world faces as a result of the 

U.S.’s aggressive nuclear policy and posture, which has driven Russia to 

consider adopting a nuclear first-strike doctrine like that of the United 

States, author, professor, and former Reagan-era Treasury official Paul 

Craig Roberts warned in his Dec. 12 column, “A Hair Trigger on 

Endgame.”  

“The insouciance of Washington and its European puppets toward the 

dangerous situation they are provoking with Russia is frightening. The 

Western world is now led by people who have made it clear that they will 

risk nuclear war in their pursuit of American hegemony. Evil has clearly 

triumphed in the Western world,” Roberts writes. 

He references President Putin’s Dec. 9 discussion of the U.S.’s 

preemptive nuclear strike doctrine (unfortunately quoting AP’s 

mistranslation of Putin’s press conference, rather than the official 

translation from the President’s website), and how Russia should choose to 

respond to that, and warns that trust between the two nations has reached 

the lowest point ever, following decades of NATO expansion and lying 

propaganda. In the event of a false nuclear warning today, Russia has no 

reason to trust the United States, therefore putting the world in an 

unspeakably dangerous situation. “We are now on the brink of a nuclear 

holocaust. One false warning of nuclear attack, believed to be true, could 

https://www.paulcraigroberts.org/2022/12/12/a-hair-trigger-on-endgame/
https://www.paulcraigroberts.org/2022/12/12/a-hair-trigger-on-endgame/
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cause Russia to launch a full-scale nuclear attack against the U.S. and 

Europe.” 

And rather than take Putin’s comments seriously, we have the 

“provocative idiocy of U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin who 

mischaracterizes Putin’s warning about the extremely dangerous situation 

as ‘Russian saber-rattling.’ With utter fools like Austin making decisions, 

there is a zero chance of avoiding Armageddon.” 

He concludes: “We are on the brink of nuclear war, and we do not have 

a John F. Kennedy in the White House to stop it. Instead, we have insane 

neoconservatives committed to U.S. hegemony at all cost.” 

Ray McGovern Warns, ‘Putin Makes REAL Nuclear Threat; U.S. 
Yawns’ 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—Former CIA analyst Ray McGovern, in a column 

posted under the above headline on Antiwar.com today, takes note of 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s statement of Dec. 9 that Russia is 

considering changing its nuclear doctrine to allow for the preventive use of 

nuclear weapons. “Such a change,” McGovern writes, “would align 

Russia’s nuclear posture with Washington’s own strategic doctrine and, at 

one stroke, make the world far more dangerous.” 

McGovern warns: “Western pundits have been largely silent on this. 

Those few who have mentioned it speak of ‘saber rattling’ by Putin—

bluffing. I would not be so cavalier.” 

He explains why: “Putin’s highly unusual remarks leave no doubt that 

Russia views the U.S./NATO proxy war in Ukraine as the kind of 

existential threat that President John Kennedy perceived, when Moscow 

installed nuclear missiles in Cuba. Those missiles were capable of hitting, 

within minutes, Washington and the Strategic Air Command in Omaha.” 

U.S. missiles in Europe represent an even graver threat now to Moscow, 

McGovern stresses. “For readers who have missed this, U.S. missile 

capsules already emplaced in Romania and Poland—ostensibly for 

‘ABMs’—can accommodate overnight what Russia calls ‘offensive strike 

https://original.antiwar.com/mcgovern/2022/12/11/putin-makes-real-nuclear-threat-us-yawns/
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missiles’—with even shorter launch-to-target time—than those Kennedy 

strong-armed Khrushchev to remove from Cuba, under threat of nuclear 

war.” 

McGovern also argued that Putin’s remarks brought some clarity to the 

false accusation that Moscow intends to use tactical nuclear weapons in 

Ukraine. “That charge is a red herring—a highly mischievous one,” 

McGovern writes. “The Kremlin strongly suspects some sort of false-flag 

nuclear explosion (perhaps a dirty bomb) might be used by West to ‘justify’ 

responding with some kind of tactical nuclear weapon lying in bunkers in 

several European NATO member states. The Russians fear that NATO 

might opt for this kind of nuclear ‘solution’ as the only possible way to 

stave off definitive defeat of Kiev’s remaining forces this winter. Yes, 

Russia is fully capable of inflicting such a defeat on Kiev, absent any 

prospect of serious negotiations.” 

Putin, McGovern says, “has not explicitly threatened to use ‘tactical’ 

nuclear weapons; rather, from the outset in February, he has said he is 

committed to using ‘all the means at his disposal.’ ” 

McGovern quotes from Putin’s Dec. 9 answer in his Bishkek press 

conference, so that readers do not dismiss his warning.  

SCIENCE & INFRASTRUCTURE 

U.S. To Announce Breakthrough in Fusion Power  

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—The U.S. Department of Energy said on Dec. 11 it 

would announce a “major scientific breakthrough” this week, after media 

reported a federal laboratory had recently achieved a major milestone in 

nuclear fusion research. The Financial Times reported Dec. 11 that 

scientists at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) in 

California had achieved a “net energy gain” from an experimental fusion 

reactor. 

The LLNL confirmed that a successful experiment had recently taken 

place at its National Ignition Facility (NIF) but said analysis of the results 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/12/11/fusion-nuclear-energy-breakthrough/
https://www.ft.com/content/4b6f0fab-66ef-4e33-adec-cfc345589dc7
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was ongoing. The NIF uses a process called “inertial confinement” fusion, 

distinct from the “magnetic confinement” tokamak, that involves 

bombarding a tiny pellet of hydrogen plasma with the world’s biggest laser. 

The key to the Livermore work for the past two years is their 

surrounding the fuel pellet with an electrical coil producing a magnetic 

field which keeps the plasma compressed even as it is exploding from the 

lasers’ initial implosion of it. A hybrid of inertial confinement and 

magnetic confinement fusion was projected by the Fusion Energy 

Foundation and collaborators already in the late 1970s. With smaller and 

less expensive devices than Livermore’s laser array, the approach of a 

plasma “pinch” is now being used in many experiments internationally, 

making an international crash program for fusion possible if only the will 

existed in governments to do it. 

The experiment produced about 2.5 megajoules of energy, a net energy 

gain of about 120% of the 2.1 megajoules of energy in the lasers. While the 

data are still being analyzed, two of the people with knowledge of the 

results said the energy output had been greater than expected, which had 

damaged some diagnostic equipment, complicating the analysis. The 

breakthrough was already being widely discussed by scientists, the people 

added. 

The U.S. Department of Energy has said Energy Secretary Jennifer 

Granholm and Under-Secretary for Nuclear Security Jill Hruby will 

announce “a major scientific breakthrough” at the Lawrence Livermore 

National Laboratory on Dec. 13. The department declined to comment 

further. 

“If this is confirmed, we are witnessing a moment of history,” said Dr. 

Arthur Turrell, a plasma physicist whose book The Star Builders charts the 

effort to achieve fusion power. “Scientists have struggled to show that 

fusion can release more energy than is put in since the 1950s, and the 

researchers at Lawrence Livermore seem to have finally and absolutely 

smashed this decades-old goal.”  
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NEW WORLD PARADIGM 

China Rejects Geopolitics among West Asia Nations 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—At China’s Foreign Ministry press briefing today, 

spokesman Wang Wenbin was asked about China’s relationship to Iran 

following President Xi Jinping’s Dec. 7-10 state visit to Saudi Arabia, 

where he keynoted the first China-Arab States Summit and also the China-

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit. Many GCC nations have 

tensions with Persian Gulf nation of Iran. Wang’s response showed the 

qualitatively different path China is taking among nations in West Asia. 

He replied: “The GCC countries and Iran are all China’s friends, and 

neither China-GCC relations nor China-Iran relations are targeted at any 

third party. China supports the GCC countries in improving relations with 

Iran based on the principle of good-neighborly friendship, conducting win-

win cooperation with Iran and jointly promoting the development and 

stability in the Persian Gulf. China is willing to continue to play a 

constructive role in this regard.” 

Xi likely took this spirit into his reported 20 bilateral meetings with 

Arab leaders on the sidelines of the summits in Riyadh. Wang said of the 

meetings that they were “to renew their friendship, explore cooperation and 

confer about world affairs.” Xi’s trip has “opened a new chapter in China-

Arab and China-GCC relations,” Wang said. 

So much for decoupling!  

COLLAPSING WESTERN SYSTEM 

Silicon Valley’s New Satanic Religion Is ‘Efficient Altruism’ 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—In his Sept. 30, 2022 speech during the signing of 

accession treaties of four regions into the Russian Federation, Russian 

President Vladimir Putin denounced “the dictatorship of the Western elites 

targets all societies, including the citizens of Western countries themselves. 

This is a challenge to all. This complete renunciation of what it means to be 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/202212/t20221212_10989354.html
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human, the overthrow of faith and traditional values, and the suppression 

of freedom are coming to resemble a ‘religion in reverse’—pure Satanism.”  

Unfortunately, Putin’s wordings are more than a metaphor. On Dec. 1, 

the French economic daily Les Echos published an article, “The Utilitarian 

Trap: The Real Lessons of the FTX Bankruptcy,” discussing that giant 

crypto-currency platform that has gone belly up. 

Les Echos wrote: “Beyond the financial scandal, the bankruptcy of FTX 

also raises questions about the philosophy that guided its founder, Sam 

Bankman-Fried.... 

“What struck observers was the mix of negligence, incompetence and 

arrogance of these young entrepreneurs courted like rock stars by the 

financial, political and media.... For FTX’s executives claimed to be 

affiliated with a philosophical movement that has become very influential 

on American campuses and in Silicon Valley: ‘effective altruism.’ Born in 

the 1970s in Oxford, notably around the philosopher Peter Singer, this 

movement has its roots in utilitarianism.” 

Lyndon LaRouche has always passionately identified David Hume’s 

empiricism, which denies the very distinct creative essence of the human 

species, as the mother of “Satanism.” Hume’s followers, John Stuart Mill 

and Jeremy Bentham, framed the theory of utilitarianism, a version of 

consequentialism for which only the consequence of actions, not morality, 

is the standard of right and wrong. It considers killing a handicapped child 

or a sick elderly person to allow a chimpanzee to live the morally “optimal” 

thing to do. 

Peter Singer, the Australian “moral philosopher,” currently a respected 

Professor of Bioethics at Princeton University (who says zoophilia, 

necrophilia and euthanasia can be morally ok and that menticidal drugs 

should be legalized) has become Silicon Valley’s new god. 

Effective altruism implies it’s quite possible that even the best here-and-

now causes—giving cash to the global poor, distributing anti-malarial bed 

nets in Sub-Saharan Africa—are less “cost-effective” than trying to reduce 

https://www.lesechos.fr/idees-debats/editos-analyses/le-piege-utilitariste-les-vraies-lecons-de-la-faillite-de-ftx-1884692
https://www.lesechos.fr/idees-debats/editos-analyses/le-piege-utilitariste-les-vraies-lecons-de-la-faillite-de-ftx-1884692
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the risk of the world as we know it ending. It argues that supporting music 

and the arts is a waste. “In a world that had overcome extreme poverty and 

other major problems that face us now, promoting the arts would be a 

worthy goal,” Singer writes in his new book, The Most Good You Can Do. 

In the meantime, opera houses will have to wait. 

Considered by the New Yorker as the most influential thinker of our 

times, Peter Singer is in that sense a real “satanist.” It now seems he has a 

following.  

British Government Plans To Use Military To Bust Striking Workers 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—The British government is using military staff to bust 

striking public workers. The issue was discussed at the government’s so-

called “COBRA” meeting which decides on security actions, including 

against terrorism. 

Already 1,000 military personnel will miss Christmas breaks to cover 

for ambulance crews and border staff who are striking. 

The nurses of the National Health Service are to start striking on Dec. 

15. Ambulance workers and other NHS staff across England and Wales 

will strike on Dec. 21 over pay, and Border Force staff at airports and ports 

will strike from Dec. 23-26, and from Dec. 28-31. Rail workers are also 

scheduled to strike again over Christmas, as are Royal Mail staff. The 

government is taking an absolute hardline and even refusing to negotiate 

with the nurses union on pay increases, making the absurd claim that it 

would cost the taxpayers £28 billion. 

A Cobra meeting was held Dec. 12, with top officials from the Ministry 

of Defense, Department for Transport, Department of Health and Social 

Care and the Home Office. A second meeting is planned for Dec. 14. 

Lord Richard Dannatt, a former head of the Army, warned against 

deploying the army, because “soldiers might decide they’ve had enough of 

bailing the government out of the muddles it gets itself into,” he told the 

Mail on Dec. 11. “They might think: ‘I joined to be a soldier, not a strike-

breaker.’ ” 
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Germany Getting Prepared for Drastic Energy Rationing 

Dec. 12 (EIRNS)—Germany’s Federal Network Agency has called on 

people in the country to save more gas than they currently do. “Currently, 

overall savings are only 13%,” the agency’s president, Klaus Müller, told 

the Tagesspiegel newspaper. However, the Agency believes savings of 20% 

are necessary. 

Right now, Müller said, gas storage facilities are better filled than ever, 

with a fill level of 95%. In addition, Germany is much better prepared than 

in the summer, he said. “We are now getting gas from various sources, we 

will soon have three terminals for liquefied gas, from Norway and Holland, 

we are well-supplied via Belgium, and also via France,” Müller said. 

But a prolonged drastic cold period is still risky, he added. “At 

temperatures of minus ten degrees, gas consumption shoots up,” he 

stressed. 

Since reserves will cover no more than 3-4 weeks of extreme cold, 

government-imposed rationing is on the agenda—not publicized yet, but 

available to leading media such as the Frankfurter Allgemeine, which has 

obtained a copy of the plans. 

Should a shortage actually occur and the German government declare an 

emergency, the gas purchases of around 40,000 medium-sized and smaller 

companies would first be cut using the lawnmower method. A different 

procedure applies to the 2,500 largest gas consumers, whose data the 

network agency has digitally recorded on the “Gas Security Platform.” 

These companies from energy-intensive sectors such as chemicals, metal 

processing, steel, glass, ceramics, paper and the food industry account for 

almost two-thirds of industrial gas consumption. Their gas purchases would 

be cut individually in an emergency. There are no precise criteria for this, 

however. 


