We find ourselves at a critical crossroad—facing global crises that challenge the very foundations of our economic and political systems. Most of the poverty and economic degradation we observe locally is not simply a result of local and immediate economic mismanagement; it is a symptom of the end of a long wave of history—the end of the paradigm of Western dominance; a system rooted in geopolitics that has largely shaped the world since World War II.

But what if this crisis presents us with an unprecedented opportunity? An opportunity to start with a blank sheet of paper, to rethink and rebuild from the ground up. By embracing the work already initiated by the BRICS+ countries—who are pioneering new economic frameworks based on win-win cooperation, sustainable development, and technological advancement?

 —we can chart a path toward a healthier, more prosperous future for all when we study the revolutionary ideas of the American statesman and economist Lyndon LaRouche.

 In this short summary presentation I want to introduce one of the most important contributions of Lyndon LaRouche in economics. The idea that instead of measuring the economic growth in terms of GDP and market prices Lyndon offers a creative and powerful alternative method by which we focus in on the rate of growth of the relative potential population density as a new unit of measurement when planning the economy. 

This has come to be known throughout the world as the La unit; La as in LaRouche.


In the December 1994 issue of the Moscow journal Rossiya 2010, Pobisk Kuznetsov explained his introduction of a new unit of account, “the larouche.” “Let us introduce the physical magnitude of ‘a la- rouche,’ designated by La,” he wrote, “which gives the number of persons who can be fed from 1 square kilometer, or 100 hectares, during one year.”

Let us ask: How many human beings can live decently per square kilometer?  What are the limits to growth?

This offers us a systemic thinking approach to help us implement a long term and inclusive vision of where humanity stands and what will be the impact of the new geometry we undertake to develop.

This crisis offers us a rare opportunity if we are willing to raise the quality of our thinking. While Lyndon LaRouche past away in 2019, his legacy lives on today; This is especially notable in the work of his wife Helga Zepp-LaRouche who is the founder of the Schiller Institute and the President of the International Peace Coalition organizing a series of forums where exceptional speakers from around the world take part in a new dialogue of civilizations where every individual human being is invited to take part to reshape the world in collective-humanity's image.

 There's so much more to do in the world, so much more to say, but now, when we are confronted with this existential crisis, I hope that this short venture into the example of one of Lyndon LaRouche's ideas and the impact these continue to make in the world today as seen in the development of the new Brics+ alliance can help us see more clearly as we are confronted with new challenges. 

United States and Canada should abandon their model of confrontation and join in a new mindset of collaboration amongst sovereign nation states. For this change of worldview to become reality the role of independent citizen actors is essential.
